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Rajasthan Health
Minister smells scam
worth crores in fake
NoCs for organ
transplant cases

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS)
Rajasthan Health Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Khim-
sar said that the fake
NOCs issued in organ
transplant cases seem
like a scam worth crores,
and those accused will
not be spared.

Speaking to the me-
dia, he said that Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Shar-
ma had given him seven
days to probe the issue
and that he submitted a
thorough report to the
Governor on Thursday.

Khimsar added that
he has also raised a de-
mand to the CM to order
an SIT probe in the mat-
ter, close on the heels of
the paper leak case so
that those who indulged
in the crime can be put
behind bars.

Delhi HC seeks ED's
reply on BRS
leader K. Kavitha’s
bail plea

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) Delhi High Court
on Friday issued a notice
to the ED on bail plea of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leader K. Kavitha,
an accused in a money
laundering case related
to the alleged excise pol-
icy scam. Kavitha moved
the high court after a spe-
cial court here on May 6
turned down her regular
bail pleas in cases being
probed by both -- the
Cetigation (CBI) and the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED).Special Judge
Kaveri Baweja of the
Rouse Avenue Court had
cited the gravity and se-
riousness of the offence,
the nature of the allega-
tions against her, and the
offences invoked in the
case to turn down her
pleas.

Akali Dal will
take up pending
issues of Punjab,
if voted to
power: Sukhbir
Badal

Sangrur, May 10
(IANS) Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) President
Sukhbir Badal on Friday
appealed to voters to
send the Akali Dal repre-
sentatives to Parliament
so that the party could
take up all pending is-
sues of the state and re-
solve them once and for
all.

The SAD president,
who led the 'Punjab
Bachao Yatra' across
Bhadaur, Mehal Kalan
and Barnala assembly
segments of this parlia-
mentary constituency
along with party candi-
date Iqbal Singh
Jhoondan, said "this is
the reason we have de-
cided to contest alone.

Congress will
win from both
Amethi and
Raebareli: KC
Venugopal

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 10 (IANS) AICC
General Secretary (Or-
ganisation) K. C.
Venugopal, on Friday,
said that the Congress
party will win from both
Amethi and Raebareli
seats in Uttar Pradesh.

 “I have been to both
the constituencies and
the response is hugely
positive. The Congress p
the seats,” said
Venugopal.“K. L. Shar-
ma, contesting as the
Congress candidate from
Amethi, is a person who
knows both these constit-
uencies like the back of
his palm, as for the past
35 years, he has been
working there,” added
Venugopal.

KEDARNATH, Devotees arrive to offer prayers at Kedarnath temple after portals opened, mark-
ing the start of the 'Char Dham Yatra', in Rudraprayag district on Friday. UNI

PATNA, BJP candidate from Patna Sahib constituency Ravi Shankar
Prasad with his family before he filed his nomination for Lok Sabha elec-
tions, in Patna on Friday. UNI

AMETHI, Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra meeting locals at  an
election rally in support of party candidate for Parliamentary election-2024
in Amethi on Friday.UNI

elements that they talk
about burying me,” he
pointed out.

Further hurling a chal-
lenge to the ‘nakli sena’,
he said that it can never
succeed in its ‘evil de-
signs’.

"They can't bury me
either alive or even after
death," said PM Modi,
evoking loud chees from
the crowd.

Notably, Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut
slammed the Prime Minis-
ter at a recent public rally
and drew comparisons
with Mughal Emperor Au-
rangzeb and also made
threatening statements.

Following this, the Shiv
Sena leader came under
heavy backlash from the
BJP, which also lodged a
police complaint for threat-
ening remarks against PM
Modi.

PM Modi replies to Raut’s ‘bury’ remark
dares ‘nakli sena’ in its backyard

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
ripped into Maha Vikas
Aghadi

alliance of Maharash-
tra for their politics of op-
portunism and also gave
a strong rejoinder to Shiv
Sena leaders for demean-
ing and threatening state-
ments against him.

PM Modi took on Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut’s
statement on burying him
and dared the ‘nakli sena’
to accomplish their evil
motives. He added that he
has the blessings of ‘matri-
shakti’ and they will save
him from abuses.

Prime Minister as-
sailed the Cong-NCP-Shiv
Sena coalition while ad-
dressing a public rally in
Nandurbar in Maharash-
tra.

Addressing the mega

gathering, PM Modi said,
“On one side, there is
Congress which says
‘Modi teri kabr khudegi’
and on the other hand,
there is this nakli Shiv
Sena that talks about bury-
ing me alive. Even while
abusing me, they take full
care of their vote bank
politics.”

PM Modi further said
that the soul of Balasaheb
Thackeray would be writh-
ing in pain seeing how a
party that he founded, has
gone haywire and is now
seen siding with the anar-
chists and terrorists.

He also assailed the
members of the INDIA
bloc for keeping the cor-
rupt leaders on a high ped-
estal and setting a bad
precedent in the public
sphere.

“It’s because of their
association with criminal

SC grants interim bail
to Kejriwal till June 1
New Delhi, May 10 (UNI) The Supreme Court Fri-

day granted interim bail to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal till June 1 in Delhi Excise Policy case. The apex
court while granting the bail did not announce the con-
ditions applied.

After announcing that the interim bail has been
granted, a bench comprising Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Dipankar Datta said it will pass the detailed or-
der soon. The interim bail has been granted till the final
phase of voting for the seven-phase 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.

On Thursday, the Enforcement Directorate filed an
affidavit opposing the interim bail of Kejriwal because
no special concession should be given to him as he is
equal in the eyes of the law. The ED had pleaded that
the right to campaign for an election is neither a funda-
mental right nor a constitutional right and not even a
legal right. The ED also said, maintaining that to its
knowledge, “no political leader has been granted inter-
im bail for campaigning even though he is not the con-
testing candidate”.  The ED had arrested Kejriwal on
March 21 in the excise policy case. The general elec-
tions in Delhi will be held on May 25.

was forced by a group of
people to lodge a false
complaint, Dy CM Shivaku-
mar said, he did not know
about it and he was not a
party to it. “I am happy that
at least now the National
Commission for Women
has come forward regard-
ing the matter. In the initial
stage, the state Women’s
Commission played its role
regarding the scandal. No
point discussing it now. The
police will take care of the
matter,” Dy CM Shivaku-
mar stated.

First set right your house: K’taka Dy CM tells
ex-CM Kumaraswamy on sex video scandal

Bengaluru, May 10
(IANS) Karnataka Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar slammed former CM
HD Kumaraswamy on Fri-
day and said that he should
set right his house before
making allegations against
others.  The state Con-
gress President was an-
swering media questions
regarding Kumaraswamy
accusing him of targeting
former Prime Minister, HD
Deve Gowda’s family in the
sex video scandal.

The leak of the videos

allegedly showing JD(U)
leader Deve Gowda’s
grandson and Kuma-
raswamy’s nephew Prajw-
al Revanna sexually abus-
ing women, has taken Kar-
nataka by storm and trig-
gered a political slugfest in
the state. Kumaraswamy
has even demanded the
sacking of Shivakumar
from the Cabinet. When
asked about Kuma-
raswamy’s demand to re-
move him from the Cabi-
net, Dy CM Shivakumar
maintained, “I wish him all

the best and good luck to
him.” Dy CM Shivakumar
further maintained that,
12th Century social reform-
er Basavanna preached
that people should first set
things right in their homes
before trying to fix prob-
lems in society. “Likewise
he should first set right
things in his home and ad-
dress his shortcomings,”
he stated. When asked
about the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW)
receiving a complaint from
a woman alleging that she

case and gave the neces-
sary orders.

Jesna went missing
from her home district in
Pathanamthitta on March
22, 2018, while she was a
second-year B.Com stu-
dent.

The case was first
probed by the Kerala Po-
lice, after which it was
handed over to the Crime
Branch wing and later to
the CBI.

Kerala court asks CBI to
reinvestigate Jesna missing case

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 10 (IANS) A court in
Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday ordered the CBI to
reinvestigate the Jesna
missing case.

The directive came af-
ter the father of Jesna ap-
proached the court with
"fresh evidence" in the
case.

Earlier, the CBI had
submitted their final report
on the case as they failed

to find out what happened
to her.

Father of Jesna had
submitted in a sealed cov-
er what he claims to be
fresh evidence and want-
ed the court to order a re-
investigation.

After the CBI had
pointed out that they were
ready for a relook if there
was new evidence and
hence the court asked the
CBI to reinvestigate the

phone but he strongly re-
sisted on which they
stabbed him and fled from
the spot,” the DCP added.

Man stabbed to death by robbers in Delhi
New Delhi, May 10

(IANS) A man was
stabbed to death by three
youths in a robbery bid in
northeast Delhi’s Harsh
Vihar area, an official said,
adding that they have ar-
rested the trio accused.

The accused were
identified as Suraj (19),
Rohit a.k.a Rayata (18),
and Major (18).

The officials said that
they have also recovered
the stolen mobile phone of
the deceased identified as
Jagatpal, a resident of Mi-
lan Garden and weapons
of offence, which is a but-
ton-actuated knife, from
their possession.

According to police, on
the intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday,
a Police Control Room
(PCR) call regarding stab-
bing, was received at
Harsh Vihar police station.

Upon reaching the
spot, it was revealed that
Jagatpal was already tak-
en to GTB Hospital by his
neighbour.

“He has been stabbed
in the chest and left hand.
Later, the victim suc-
cumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment,” said Dep-
uty Commissioner of Po-
lice (northeast) Joy Tirkey.

During the probe, tech-
nical surveillance was
mounted and intelligence
was also collected from
the local deployed sourc-
es.

“On the basis of gath-
ered information, teams
identified the suspected
persons and checked their
residences but they were
found absconding. The
teams conducted various
raids at possible hideouts
of the suspected persons
and succeeded to nab
Major and Rahul from the
area of Shalimar Garden,”
said the DCP, adding that
the teams traced the loca-
tion of the third accused
and nabbed him from

Sonipat, Haryana.
On interrogation, they

admitted to their crime and
disclosed that they were
jobless, and to meet their
daily expenses, they com-
mitted petty crimes.

“On the fateful night,
they were wandering in
search of some target,
during midnight they no-
ticed a person going
alone, near Milan Garden.
They immediately cor-
nered him at knife point
and robbed his mobile

Kerala BJP wants
EC to take action
against KPCC

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 10 (IANS) The State
BJP President K. Suren-
dran, on Friday, asked the
Election Commission (EC)
to take action against the
Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) for
coming out with a fake vid-
eo which compromises
the security of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Surendran said that
the video came out on the
official X account of the
KPCC. “Incidentally, this
same video first came out
in 2019 on the official ac-
count of KPCC. It says that
money is being carried in
helicopters which accom-
pany PM Modi. Then it
was proved that it is a fake
video, but instead of apol-
ogising for the wrong, they
(KPCC) have resorted to
it again,” said Surendran.

“We request the EC to
intervene as not only does
this compromise the secu-
rity of the PM, but also
portrays the defense forc-
es in a poor light as these
helicopters belong to the
Indian Air Force,” added
Surendran.

dy District.
Navneet Rana, who is

a BJP candidate from the
Amravati constituency in
Maharashtra, had made
the remarks while cam-
paigning in Shadnagar
town on May 8.

Police said the case
was registered on a com-
plaint by the Election
Commission’s Flying
Squad.

The MP had allegedly
remarked that a vote for
Congress party will be a
vote for Pakistan.

Police book Navneet Rana for 'vote
for Pakistan' jibe against Congress
Hyderabad, May 10

(IANS) Telangana Police
registered a
case against
former actress
and BJP leader
Navneet Rana
for her remarks
against the
Congress party
during an elec-
tion campaign
in the state.

A case un-
der Sections
171C (undue
influence at elections) r/w

171 F (Punishment for un-
due influence), 171 G

(False state-
ment in connec-
tion with elec-
tions) and Sec-
tion 188 (Dis-
obedience to
order duly pro-
mulgated by a
public servant)
Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was
r e g i s t e r e d
against her at
Shadnagar Po-

lice Station in Rangared-

Maha Cong Chief calls for purification of
Ram Temple, gives fresh ammo to BJP

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) Maharashtra Con-
gress Chief Nana Patole
on Friday stoked a fresh
controversy as he made a
call for the purification of
the Ram Temple if the
Maha Vikas Aghadi alli-
ance comes to power.

Patole’s remarks on
Ayodhya’s Ram Temple
have given fresh ammo to
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), besides escalat-
ing the conundrum that the
party already finds itself
steeped in.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi didn’t follow the
right rituals before per-
forming Pran Pratistha
ceremony. The Shankara-
charyas also vented their
disagreement with it. Peo-

ple also want purification
of the temple,” Patole told
media persons.

When probed further
on the mode of purifica-
tion, Patole said that the
Shankaracharyas, the big-
gest priests in the Hindu
religion will lead the Pran
Pratistha ceremony in a
way that is acceptable as
per Hindu customs.

He claimed that the
Shankaracharyas had op-
posed the Pran Pratistha
ceremony then also but
the BJP and Prime Minis-
ter ignored it.

The remarks by the
Maharashtra Congress
Chief are set to trigger a
fresh row and invite stern
backlash from the BJP.

Pramod Krishnam,

who quit the grand old par-
ty recently over its anti-
Sanatan stand also
slammed Nana Patole for
insulting and derogatory
remarks.

“This is an absurd and
ridiculous statement. By
taking Lord Ram’s name,
one becomes pure. All our
sins get washed away by
taking his name. What
does Congress want to
say by purification?,”
Krishnam asked.

He also advised the
Congress to first get rid of
their hatred against Lord
Ram before talking about
purification.

“If Congress pursues
such rhetoric, this will spell
doom for the party,” he
added.

Hindu population
decline is most
worrying: Joshi

Bengaluru, May 10
(IANS) Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi on Friday
said that the trend of de-
cline of the Hindu popula-
tion in the country is the
most worrying develop-
ment.

Speaking to the media,
Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi said that the state
and central governments
should wake up and ini-
tiate action immediately to
prevent this trend.

He said that there
should be a comprehen-
sive study regarding the
decline of the Hindu pop-
ulation in the country.

“If the number of Hin-
dus decline then over a
period of time the demo-
cratic system itself will
change.
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AstraZeneca
withdraws vaccine:

No need to panic
Covid vaccines helped save lives.
Rare adverse reactions to them
should be seen from scientific
lens, not alarmist ones.

Ten days after AstraZeneca admitted side ef-
fects of its Covid vaccine in rare cases, the com-
pany has withdrawn the shots, renamed Vaxzveria
in 2021, from the global market. It has cited a “sur-
plus of available updated vaccines” that target new
variants of the virus as the reason for its decision.
The vaccine major’s moves have generated nega-
tive sentiments bordering on panic, including
among some people in India where AstraZeneca
partnered with the Serum Institute of India to de-
velop Covishield — the bulwark of the country’s
fight against Covid. Such responses might not be
surprising given that social media is the prime
source of information for a sizable section and the
means to distinguish science from pseudoscience
are not always at hand. But knee-jerk reactions
from other quarters have also not helped. Espe-
cially unfortunate are the politically loaded com-
ments about Covishield during the Lok Sabha elec-
tion campaigns. The emergency created by an un-
known contagion required due procedures — in-
cluding clinical trials — and schedules to be com-
pressed. But the crisis also galvanised scientists,
medical experts and policymakers to push the fron-
tiers of their disciplines and domains. Vaccine hes-
itancy tested the persuasion skills of local officials
and healthcare workers. It’s a testimony to such
initiatives that social and economic activities return
to normalcy about two years after the virus un-
leashed its virulence. Vaccination ensured that the
contagion took on a significantly less aggressive
form after the lethal second wave in the summer of
2021 — when the bulk of the country’s population
had not received the shots. Hospitalisation and fa-
tality rates remained low even during periods of
spike in infection after the second wave. Covid in-
oculation drives are now subjects of intensive re-
search. That’s how it should be. These studies help
generate nuanced information about the safety and
efficacy of the vaccines, that could not have been
generated with the volunteer size of the trials. Sci-
entists can today draw on databases that comprise
inoculated people across nations and continents.
Besides helping epidemiologists understand how
the jabs work on diverse sections of people, and
reaffirming the potency of the shots, such studies
shine the light on rare adverse reactions, including
thrombosis and thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS)
— blood clots and low levels of platelets — associ-
ated with the AstraZeneca vaccine.
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Why autoimmune disorder lupus
affect women more than men

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) Female sex hormone
oestrogen and the X chromosome play a significant
role in making women more vulnerable to the autoim-
mune disorder lupus’, said experts on World Lupus
Day on Friday.

World Lupus Day is observed every year on May
10 to raise awareness of the life-changing autoim-
mune disease, in which the body attacks its organs
by producing certain substances called antibodies.

Symptoms predominantly include fever, fatigue,
malar rashes, multiple large and small joint pains,
breathlessness, sometimes difficulty in swallowing,
and chest pain.

The condition, also known as Systemic Lupus
Erythematosus (SLE), affects millions of individuals

worldwide. In India, 3.2 cases of
SLE are documented per 100,000
people. However, globally women in
the reproductive age range dispro-
portionately account for up to 90 per
cent of cases of the SLE.

Despite recent progress in the
understanding of lupus, the striking
female-to-male ratio of disease in-
cidence remains largely unex-
plained.

“But some studies point out that
sex hormones play a major role in
causing genetically predisposed
women more vulnerable to lupus;
oestrogen specifically is likely to
contribute more to the development
of lupus,” Dr Anu Daber, Sr Consult-
ant Rheumatology, Paras Health
Gurugram, told IANS.

Research also highlights the

connection between X chromo-
somes in women and the develop-
ment of lupus, meaning in females,
having two active X chromosomes
would overwhelm the cellular
machinery.“To prevent this, one X
chromosome is inactivated in each
developing cell. This process, called
X-chromosome inactivation, might
influence how the immune system
learns to identify threats. Variations
in how efficiently this inactivation
occurs could potentially lead the
immune system to mistakenly tar-
get the body's own tissues, contrib-
uting to autoimmune diseases like
lupus,” Dr Anu explained.

Dr. Prasad Kuvalekar, Consult-
ant Physician of Internal Medicine,
DPU Super Specialty Hospital, Pim-
pri, Pune noted that lupus affects the

skin, kidney, heart, brain joints,
lungs, and blood vessels.

“There are no vaccines avail-
able to prevent lupus as it's an
autoimmune condition and most
of the time it's genetic. There are
also no preceding signs to identi-
fy its early onset,” Dr Prasad told
IANS, noting that malar rashes
can, to some extent, be identified
as an early sign.

Further, people with lupus are
more susceptible to infection,
cancer, and bone tissue death,
since the disease and its thera-
pies can impair the immune sys-
tem. Lupus also raises complica-
tions in pregnancy problems. Dr.
Prasad said that women who
have lupus are more likely to mis-
carry.

Constituency Watch: NCP(SP) brings new Maratha
face, Raksha Khadse faces twin challenges in Raver

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS) Political equations
in the Raver Lok Sabha constituency from Jalg-
aon District in North Maharashtra have changed
drastically after veteran leader Eknath Khadse’s
decision to re-join the BJP which he left in Octo-
ber 2020.

Khadse had left the BJP while blaming the
local leadership of injustice and neglect.

Though Eknath Khadse is yet to be formally
re-inducted into the BJP, he has a clout in the
constituency due to his political journey of over
40 years.

Now, with Khadse at her side, the BJP nom-
inee Raksha Khadse hopes to score a hat-trick
from Raver constituency which has been repre-
sented by the party since 2009 after it was cre-
ated in February 2009 during the delimitation
process.

Raksha Khadse is pitted against NCP (SP)
candidate Shriram Patil who is a leading indus-
trialist and comes from the Maratha community.

Significantly, Eknath Khadse is Raksha
Khadse’s father-in-law. The NCP(SP) had ex-
plored the option of fielding Khadse senior
against his daughter-in-law but Khadse’s move
to rejoin the BJP changed the equation.

With NCP(SP)’s move to nominate a new
face, Raksha Khadse faces the twin challenge
of battling the anti-incumbency factor and win-
ning the seat with a higher margin.

During the 2019 elections, Raksha Khadse
polled 6,55,386 votes against Congress nomi-
nee Dr Ulhas Patil who got 3,19,504 votes.

In the 2014 elections, Raksha Khadse had
defeated NCP nominee Manish Jain when she

had polled 6,05,452 votes against
2,87,384 votes by Jain.

NCP(SP) hopes to cash in on the
anti-incumbency factor against Rak-
sha Khadse and also against the
BJP.

There are 4 lakh Marathas, 3.30

lakh Muslims and 2.59 lakh Leva-
Patils in the constituency.

Incidentally, Leva-Patils play a
crucial role in the elections and
therefore both Raksha Khadse and
Shriram Patil have stepped up their
efforts to woo them.

Of the 18,21,750 voters,
9,41,732 are males and 8,79,964
are females. The constituency is
slated to go to polls on May 13 and
there are 24 candidates in the fray.

Raver is also known as the ma-
jor banana growing area and it
hogged the headlines in the past

after the Congress party held its
national convention in Faizpur from
Raver.

Eknath Khadse’s rivalry with BJP
Minister Girish Mahajan and Inde-
pendent Legislator Chandrakant
Patil is well-known.

Chandrakant Patil had de-
feated Khadse’s daughter Ro-
hini Khadse in the 2019 Assem-
bly election from the Muktaina-
gar seat.

Girish Mahajan has dared
Eknath Khadse to first resign
from the NCP(SP) and be part
of the poll campaign after his
formal ‘ghar wapsi’.

However, the BJP’s state
and central leadership has
asked party leaders including
Mahajan and others from Jalg-

aon District not to target Eknath
Khadse as the party is keen to re-
tain the seat.

With the intervention of DCM
Devendra Fadnavis, the BJP’s poll
machinery has been activated for
Raksha Khadse’s victory.

Raksha Khadse is riding on
Modi’s guarantee as well as her
performance in the two terms for the
transformation of the constituency.

However, low procurement price
for bananas, lapses in the banana
crop insurance scheme and neglect
of banana processing units are big

negatives for Raksha
Khadse.

On his part, NCP SP can-
didate Shriram Patil is bank-
ing on strong support from
party chief Sharad Pawar
and Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray and also
on the network of both the
parties and the Congress
party’s poll machinery.

Shriram Patil is ap-
proaching the voters with an
appeal for a change while
exposing inaction on the part
of incumbent MP Raksha
Khadse over lack of substan-
tial efforts to boost banana
exports and development of
mega recharge plant.

Apart from this, Shriram
Patil is promising to actively
pursue with the Centre the
issue of construction of a
four-lane Berhampur-
Ankaleshwar National High-
way, bringing in more indus-
tries to create more jobs and
more railway stops in the
constituency.

Further, former Legislator
from Bhusawal, Santosh
Chaudhari’s move to opt out
of the fray has come as a
major relief for Shriram Patil.

Odisha: BJD releases election manifesto
with focus on youth & farmers

Bhubaneswar, May 10 (IANS)
The ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in
Odisha on Thursday released its poll
manifesto for the upcoming elec-
tions in Odisha.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
through a video message an-
nounced the release of the manifes-
to that contains nine promises fo-
cusing on youth, Women Self Help
Groups, farmers, etc.

Patnaik termed his party's man-
ifesto as people-oriented and said
it will lead Odisha to become the
number one state in India in the next
10 years.

"With the blessings of Lord Ja-
gannath and citizens of Odisha, the
guarantees presented in this peo-
ple-oriented manifesto will be imple-
mented through 5T governance
model and will make Odisha the
number one state in terms of eco-
nomic growth and development by
2034, two years before the cente-
nary celebrations of formation of
Odisha state, with the cooperation
of people and a strong leadership,"
CM Patnaik said.

Among the major promises
made in the manifesto, the party has

promised to present a first of its kind
'Youth Budget', earmarking Rs 1
lakh crore for 10 years.

BJD claimed that Rs 1,000 crore
out of the Budget will be spent an-
nually on the basis of the sugges-
tions given by the youth.

The party also announced to
provide 2 lakh government jobs.

In a move to pre-empt the oppo-
sition's poll plank of Odia Asmita
(Odia Self-Identity), the ruling BJD
has declared the creation of Rs
1,000 crore corpus fund as 'Heritage
Development Fund' for the preser-
vation of temples, heritage places
and places related to eminent per-
sonalities in the state.

It also promised to earmark Rs
100 crore for the development and
promotion of Odia as a classical lan-
guage.

"The state has received zero
funds from the Centre for the prop-
agation, promotion and research on
Odia language as a classical lan-
guage. We will again request the
union government to confer classi-
cal tag for Odissi music and include
Ho, Mundari and Bhumija into the
eighth schedule," added CM Pat-

naik.
The party also promised in its

manifesto that a centre of excel-
lence with Rs 25 crore corpus fund
will be established at Sambalpur
university for studies, research and
development on western Odisha
languages.

The party in its sixth term would
confer Kalinga Shri and Kalinga
Bhushan awards like Padma Shri
and Padma Bhushan to eminent
personalities in the state.

BJD also assured that free elec-
tricity up to 100 units while families
consuming power between 100 to
150 units will get a rebate of 50 units.

The ruling party also tried to woo
the middle class families through the
announcement of sops like inclusion
in Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana, in-
terest subvention on house loans up
to Rs 20 lakh, scholarships for their
wards etc.

The party has also declared to
enhance financial aids provided
under different flagship programmes
being run by the BJD government.

It has announced interest-free
loans up to Rs 15 lakh for the
SHGs.--IANS

Sex video scandal: No involvement of DyCM or
myself in SIT probe, says CM Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru, May 10 (IANS)
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddar-
amaiah has clarified that there
was no involvement of Deputy CM
D.K. Shivakumar or himself in the
probe of the alleged sex scandal
involving Prajwal Revanna, the
JD(S) MP and Lok Sabha candi-
date from Hassan.

Former CM H.D. Kuma-
raswamy had alleged that the SIT
was trying to force victims to file
complaints by threatening to fix
them in prostitution cases. He had
also met the Governor and de-
manded the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe.

The National Commission for
Women (NCW) said on Thursday
that one of the woman complain-
ants in the case had claimed that
she was forced by a group of peo-
ple claiming to be police, to lodge
a false complaint after being
threatened with harassment.

Speaking to reporters in My-
suru on Friday, CM Siddaramai-
ah said, “We believe in our police
and we also trust them. Let the
SIT conduct a probe lawfully and
submit its report.”“I had handed

over the probe of many cases to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The BJP government in its
tenure had not handed over any
case to the CBI. The BJP addressed
the CBI as the ‘Corruption Bureau
of Investigation’. Former PM H.D.
Deve Gowda called it the ‘Chor

Bachavo Investigation’. Now, they
are preferring the CBI," CM Siddar-
amaiah stated.

“We are not interfering in the
probe. I have trust in the SIT inves-
tigation. It is going on the right track.
Earlier, our police handled the cas-
es efficiently. But, I won’t tell them
to go against the law,” he stated.

“The scandal does not have any
international link. The link is being

brought to demand the CBI probe.
SIT comprises our police. We
should have faith in our police of-
ficers. All the criminal cases in the
state are being investigated by
them,” said the CM.

“I handed over the cases such
as IAS officer D.K. Ravi's suicide
case, Lottery scandal, Minister
K.J. George's case and Hindu ac-
tivist Paresh Mesta's death case
to the CBI. In no case, conviction
has happened. That does not
mean I don’t trust the CBI agen-
cy. In this sex video scandal case,
I trust the local police,” CM Sid-
daramiah stated.

When asked about JD(S)
claiming that its MLA H.D. Revan-
na has been fixed even as he had
no role, CM Siddaramaiah asked,
"If there was no case why did H.D.
Revanna apply for anticipatory
bail?

 Why did the court reject his
anticipatory bail if there is no case
against him? If the FIR is false,
why was the plea for anticipatory
bail moved? I am an advocate. Are
you one?” CM Siddaramaiah told
the media.

'Sanatan Dharm' row: SC issues notice on Udhayanidhi
Stalin's plea for clubbing of FIRs and complaints

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) The
Supreme Court on Friday issued no-
tice on a plea filed by Tamil Nadu
minister Udhayanidhi Stalin seeking
directions to consolidate various
FIRs and complaints lodged against
him over his controversial state-
ments on 'Sanatan Dharm'.

Agreeing to examine the plea, a
bench presided
over by Justice
Sanjiv Khanna
sought respons-
es from various
state govern-
ments in the
matter.

On April 1,
the Bench, also
comprising Jus-
tice Dipankar
Datta, had granted time to bring all
the subsequent events by way of fil-
ing an application seeking amend-
ment in the petition.

The petition highlighted that ex-
cept for one complaint case institut-
ed before the Additional Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate, Bangalore, all
other FIRs/complaints are pending
before the states of Maharashtra,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and
the Union Territory of Jammu ; Kash-
mir “which are currently ruled/ad-
ministered by the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party which is the ruling party at
the Centre.”The plea contended that

the DMK leader has been receiving
threats to his life and will encounter
great difficulty in appearing before
different police stations and courts
in different regions.

Udhayanidhi Stalin had spoken
at a function of Tamil Nadu Progres-
sive Writers on the eradication of
Sanatan Dharma, saying that it was

against social jus-
tice. He also said
that Sanatan
Dharma must be
eradicated like
mosquitoes, den-
gue, malaria or
corona.

The Tamil
Nadu minister for
sports and youth
affairs had said, “It

(Sanatan Dharma) has to be eradi-
cated, rather than opposing it.”

Later, he refused to apologise for
his remarks and justified himself by
stating: “I will say this continuous-
ly.”

Earlier, the top court had said
that it would not entertain a plea
seeking contempt action against
Stalin Jr. over his controversial state-
ments saying that it would be “im-
possible” to hear individual cases
across the country.“If we start en-
tertaining contempt, we will be flood-
ed with it. We will not go into indi-
vidual cases,” it said.

Major row breaks out between BJP, SS(UBT) over ‘nakli
santaan' jibe at Uddhav; Mahayuti ally also takes umbrage

Pune (Maharashtra), May 10
(IANS) Ruling Mahayuti’s ally Pra-
har Janshakti Party (PJP) on Friday
took umbrage at a statement made
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
against former Chief Minister Ud-
dhav Thackeray.

During an election campaign in
Maharashtra on Thursday, PM Modi
allegedly referred
to the ‘nakli san-
taan (fake children)’
of Balasaheb
Thackeray while al-
luding to Uddhav
Thackeray and re-
iterated his earlier
statements on the
‘nakli party’ Shiv
Sena (UBT).

Reacting to the
statements, PJP
President Om-
prakash Babarao
Kadu, alias Bach-
chu Kadu said on
Friday, “This should
not have hap-
pened… Election-
eering has plum-
meted to new lows… This is like a
village panchayat-level poll cam-
paign. If the PM has indeed said it,
then it’s not in the right spirit.”

Referring to the statements by
the PM, Home Minister Amit Shah
and other senior BJP leaders label-

ling the Shiv Sena (UBT) an imita-
tion of the original founded by the
late Balasaheb Thackeray, Kadu
said, “We can understand this up to
the party level. However, it’s no
proper to drag family members and
relatives into it while campaigning
just to get votes.”

However, another Mahayuti ally

and Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis
said that the PM would never make
such a statement disrespecting Bal-
asaheb Thackeray.

Taking offence to PM Modi’s
statement, SS(UBT)’s senior lead-
er Sanjay Raut said that if someone

calls Balasaheb Thackeray’s chil-
dren “fake”, then “they are directly
insulting the people of Maharashtra,
and the people will teach them a
lesson.”Uddhav Thackeray also
vented his ire late on Thursday night
and promptly hit back saying, “Modi
calls us ‘nakli santaan’, but he is ‘be-
akli’ (brainless). This is a direct in-

sult to my revered
parents Balasaheb
Thackeray and
Meena Thackeray.
The people of the
state will not rest till
they give the BJP
a fitting reply for
this slur.”

After the
SS(UBT)’s sharp
retort, Fadnavis hit
back on Friday
saying that "it is
Thackeray who
has completely
lost his mental bal-
ance and needs
urgent treatment
for making such
s t a t e m e n t s ”

against the PM.
PM Modi had made the remarks

at a poll rally on Thursday in which
he referred to the statements by ex-
Congressman Sam Pitroda drawing
comparisons between South Indi-
ans and Africans.

LS polls: 23 candidates
in fray for Gurgaon
seat; 3 withdraw
nomination

Gurugram, May 10 (IANS) A to-
tal of 23 candidates are in the fray
for the Gurgaon Lok Sabha seat af-
ter three candidates pulled out of the
electoral race on the last day of with-
drawal of nominations on Thursday,
an official said.

A single-phase polling will be
held in all 10 Parliamentary constit-
uencies in Haryana, including Gur-
gaon, in the sixth phase of Lok Sab-
ha elections on May 25.

Gurugram District Election Offic-
er and Deputy Commissioner Nis-
hant Kumar Yadav allotted election
symbols to all the candidates on
Thursday.

Yadav said 14 candidates from
registered parties and 9 Indepen-
dents would be contesting the elec-
tion from Gurgaon Parliamentary
constituency.Among the nominees,
the key candidates are BJP's Rao
Inderjit Singh (Union Minister and
sitting Gurgaon MP), Congress' Raj
Babbar, Jannayak Janta Party nom-
inee -- singer-rapper Rahul Yadav -
- popularly known as Fazilpuria, Vi-
jay Kumar from Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty, and Sohrab Khan from the Indi-
an National Lok Dal.Balwan Singh,
Rahul Thakran and Soni Hemlata
are the ones who withdrew nomina-
tions on Thursday.
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Abdu Rozik set to
get married on
July 7

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Social media sen-
sation and former 'Bigg
Boss' contestant, Abdu
Rozik, has found the love
of his life and is all set to
tie the knot on July 7. The
20-year-old social media
sensation took to his Ins-
tagram and dropped a sur-
prise video of himself shar-
ing the big news.He wrote
in the caption, "I never
imagined in my life that I
would be so lucky to find a
love who respects me and
is not burdened by the ob-
stacles in my life, 7th of
July save the date !! I can-
not express to you in
words how happy I am
ment #life #wedding #ro-
mance #lifepartner #en-
gaged (sic)."

Bhuvan Bam recalls collaborations with SRK,
calls superstar ‘epitome of reinvention’

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) YouTube sensation
and actor Bhuvan Bam
has paid tribute to Shah
Rukh Khan, whom he
deeply admires as an
icon of reinvention in
the Indian film industry.

Bhuvan said: "Shah
Rukh Khan has always
been the epitome of re-
invention, effortlessly
transitioning from plays
to television, from ro-
mantic hero to experi-
mental roles, and now
to an action star."

Recalling his collabo-
rations with Shah Rukh
Khan, the YouTuber de-
scribed the experience as
mesmerising.

Their first encounter
took place on Bhuvan's
show 'Titu Talks', where

Bhuvan portrays the char-
acter of Titu mama and en-
gages with guests on the
show.Bhuvan added, "His
journey has been an inspi-

ration for me, showcasing
the power of resilience and
adaptability in the face of

challenges."
On the work

front, Bhuvan will be
seen in 'Taaza Kha-
bar 2', directed by Hi-
mank Gaur and writ-
ten by the duo Hus-
sain and Abbas
Dalal.

The series also
stars Mahesh Man-
jrekar, Deven Bho-
jani, Shilpa Shukla,
Prathamesh Parab,

Nitya Mathur, and others
in pivotal roles.

'Taaza Khabar 2' will
soon drop on Disney+ Hot-
star.

Tamannaah’s 'toxic trait': ‘Telling
people I’m down for anything, when
in reality I mean not after 8 pm’

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Actress Taman-
naah Bhatia has revealed
her hilarious toxic trait
through a meme, involving

food, weather, and parking
situations.

Tamannaah took to her
Instagram stories and
shared a meme that stat-
ed:

Tamannaah took to her
Instagram stories and
shared a meme that stat-
ed:  "My toxic trait is tell-
ing people I'm down for

anything when in reality, I
mean not after 8 p.m., food
should be involved, and it
also depends on the
weather, the parking situ-

ation, and how
tired I am."

The ac-
tress added a
sticker featur-
ing a girl nod-
ding her head
in agreement.

T a l k i n g
about her
work, Taman-
naah’s latest
release is the
Tamil horror
comedy 'Aran-
manai 4' di-
rected by
Sundar C.

The film
also stars
Raashii Khan-
na, Santhosh
Prathap, Ram-

achandra Raju, Kovai Sa-
rala, Yogi Babu, VTV
Ganesh, Delhi Ganesh,
and K. S. Ravikumar.

It marks the fourth in-
stalment in the 'Aran-
manai' series.

The actress next has
'Odela 2', a Telugu-lan-
guage supernatural thrill-
er film directed by Ashok
Teja.--IANS

Vignesh Shivan
praises Elan for
‘Star’: ‘Honest
film without
conventional
compromises’

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Filmmaker Vignesh
Shivan has showered
praise on 'Star' director
Elan and called the Tamil
romantic drama an "honest
film without any conven-
tional compromises."

Taking to his Instagram
stories, Shivan shared a
still from the film and wrote:
" 'Star' is a movie that will
make you feel hopeful and
dream freely! The film fea-
tures Kavin Lal, Aaditi Po-
hankar, Preity
Mukhundhan, and Geetha
Kailasam and narrates the
story of Kalai, a youngster
who strives to fulfil his
dream of becoming an ac-
tor but goes through vari-
ous obstacles.

From ‘Kalki 2898 AD’ to ‘Pushpa: The Rule’ & ‘Vettaiyan’, South to dominate second half
Mumbai, May 10

(IANS) The first half of
2024 is nearly coming to

an end, with only a hand-
ful of films like 'Shaitaan',
'Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Ul-

jha Jiya', 'Laa-
pataa Ladies',
'Article 370',
and 'Crew',
among others,
making their
mark. Howev-
er, the second
half of the year
appears to be
more promis-

ing with the release of films
such as 'Pushpa: The
Rule', 'Kalki 2898 AD', and
'Vettaiyan'.

 Prabhas, Kamal
Haasan, Allu Arjun, Dha-
nush, and Dulquer Sal-
maan are all set to capti-
vate fans with their acting
prowess in the upcoming
months.

Here's a look at the
films that are set to
release:'Kalki 2898 AD':

The upcoming sci-fi
epic 'Kalki 2898 AD', which
is set in a post-apocalyp-
tic world, is scheduled to
hit screens on June 27.
Inspired by Hindu mythol-
ogy, the film stars Prab-
has, Kamal Haasan, Am-
itabh Bachchan, Deepika
Padukone, and Disha Pa-
tani.

The film is reportedly to
be released in Telugu and
Hindi, with dubbed ver-

sions in Tamil, Malayalam,
Kannada, and English.

'Lucky Baskhar':
Starring actor Dulquer

Salmaan, the film, which is
directed by Venky Atluri, is
reportedly releasing in
July. Dulquer plays the
lead role, opposite actress
Meenakshi Chaudhary.
Apart from Telugu, the film
will be released in dubbed
versions in Tamil, Malay-
alam, and Hindi.

Neha pens anniversary note
for Angad Bedi: ‘Would do it
over and over again with you’

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Actress Neha Dh-
upia, on her sixth marriage

anniversary, penned a ro-
mantic post for the "love"
of her life, actor Angad
Bedi, saying that she

would live her "adventur-
ous life" over and over
again with him.

Neha took to Insta-
gram on Friday and
shared a series of pictures
from her beautiful married
life with Angad and their
children.The actress
shared the pictures with
the caption: "To the love of
my life... look how far we
have come thru the friends
open waters... thru the
laughs, the victories, and
the losses... thru the im-
pulsive travels, the un-
planned date nights, and
the late-night chats till the
wee hours of the morn-
ing...

Musician King is all
set to make his debut
at the 77th Cannes
Film Festival

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Singer-songwriter
and rapper King is all set
to make his debut at the
prestigious 77th Cannes
Film Festival, gracing the
red carpet along the
French Riviera.

King has belted out hit
tracks such as 'Maan Meri
Jaan',

 'Tu Aake Dekhle',
'Oops', and the recent
track 'Bumpa', featuring
global pop sensation Jas-
on Derulo, who said that
King and he co-wrote the
song, blending styles to
ensure the vibe connects
with listeners worldwide.

Mumbai, After the sen-
sational Deol Brothers -
Sunny and Bobby, who
were at their candid best,
The Great Indian Kapil
Show will see the queens
of Heeramandi: The Dia-
mond Bazaar this Satur-
day. The recently launched
series has won the hearts
of the audience not just in
India but all over the world
marking its debut as the
most-viewed Indian series
in its first week of launch.
From the sheer opulence
to rich narrative and last-
ing performances, Sanjay
Leela Bhansali’s debut out-
ing on Netflix is hard to
miss. Manisha Koirala,
Sonakshi Sinha, Richa
Chadha, Aditi Rao Hydari,
Sharmin Segal and San-
jeeda Sheikh share some
behind the scenes anec-
dotes on working with the
auteur Mr. Bhansali and
the prep that went into the
making of the series along
with many other kisse from
their personal lives.

The Queens Of Heeramandi share their
experience on Netflix’s Kapil Show

Talking about their ex-
perience, the ladies men-
tioned the meticulous de-
tailing and precision fol-
lowed by Sanjal Leela
Bhansali on the set. Every
prop used on the set has
character and a story to tell.
No wonder he is known to
do what he does - and the
result is for everyone to
see! Sonakshi rightly said,
“Jo wo (Sanjay Leela
Bhansali) dekhte hain, I
don't think koi aur dekh
pata hai!”

Sharing more on their
best and worst days on the
sets,  Manish Koirala says,

“We never felt that we were
exhausted. I mean we
were all tired, but there was
always a sense of fulfill-
ment. There is a sense of
‘we have done good work’.
I don't think I have returned
home without feeling good
about the work.”

Adding to this, Richa
Chadha shares  “Mera jo
best day tha, wo mera
worst day bhi tha! My worst
day became the best day
of the shoot.” (WHAT!) She
explains this further, “My
score is the highest when
it comes to retakes - dur-
ing the dance sequence.

Huma Qureshi reflects on life: It is a
massive canvas, throw in all the paint

Mumbai, May 10
(IANS) Actress Huma
Qureshi imparted some
words of wisdom on Friday
morning, stating that "life
is a massive canvas, throw
in all the paint."

Taking to Instagram,
the actress shared a pic-
ture holding a canvas
while clad in a navy blue
co-ord set and a white
crop top. She completed

her look with natural
makeup and sneakers.

"Life is a massive can-
vas... Throw in all the
paint... But who said you
got to paint between the
lines... Disrupt," she cap-
tioned the post.

Huma has started
working on 'Jolly LLB 3',
starring Akshay Kumar
and Arshad Warsi.

The first instalment of

the 'Jolly LLB' franchise,
directed by Subhash
Kapoor, was released in
2013. It told the story of a
lawyer locking horns with
a senior lawyer regarding
a hit-and-run case involv-
ing a prominent figure's
son.

The second part of the
dark comedy courtroom
drama had Akshay playing
the title role in 2017.
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board students of classes
9 to 12. All the learning
resources on the platform
are available at a fee as
low as Rs 200/month. The
company operates in UP,
Bihar and Gujarat.

Vidyakul is the first af-
ter-school online tuition
app to introduce virtual
labs which has helped stu-
dents score good grades
in their practical exams.
The company has also
launched an AI bot- Dro-
na- which facilitates real-
time doubt-solving. The
company has impacted
the lives of over 5 million
students through its revo-
lutionary ‘Bharat Padhao
Sankalp’ and recently
launched ‘Sankalp Yatra
2024’ to establish free Dig-
ital Study Rooms in 500
remote villages of UP, Bi-
har and Gujarat.

Vidyakul Breaks Records as 1400 Students
Secure A1 in Gujarat Board Inter Exams

Ahmedabad, Vidyakul,
India’s premier e-learning
platform focused on pro-
viding quality state board
education, has announced
the outstanding perfor-
mance of its students in
the Gujarat State Board
Inter Examinations 2024
(GSEB). Among the total
3.7 lakh commerce stu-
dents who appeared for
the exam, 1.2 lakh stu-
dents prepared through
the Vidyakul app. 1400
Vidyakul students have
secured A1 grade in the
commerce stream. Addi-
tionally, 86% have scored
top grades corresponding
to 80-99 percentile. For
four consecutive years,
Vidyakul has accom-
plished this historic feat by
giving a pass rate of
98.47%.

Commenting on stu-

dents' remarkable perfor-
mance, Tarun Saini, Co-
founder and CEO of Vidy-
akul, said, “We are im-
mensely proud of our stu-
dents' extraordinary per-
formance in the Gujarat
Board Inter Exams. Nota-
bly, Vidyakul has empow-
ered 41% girls to clear the
inter exams with 440 girls
achieving A1 grade. We
congratulate our students,
their families, and our ded-
icated team of educators
for this achievement. We
have gained this success
through our commitment
of providing affordable and
quality education to state
board students of Gujarat
in their own language.”

Founded in 2019, Vidy-
akul is an edtech platform
that provides affordable,
accessible, and vernacu-
lar education to state
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Pak connection detected in
Ahmedabad school bomb threat caseRajasthan Speaker demands

apology from Ajmer cleric for his
remark on Jain saints

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS) Rajasthan Assembly
Speaker Vasudev Devnani on Thursday con-
demned the statement made by Syed Sarwar
Chishti, the Secretary of Anjuman Committee, an
organisation of Khadims in Ajmer Sharif Dargah,
against Jain saints and demanded an apology
from him.  He said that "Sarwar Chishti has in-
sulted the Indian Sanatan culture by commenting
on the Jain saints and hence should apologise".

The Speaker added: "Sarwar Chishti has com-
mented on Jain saints calling them "those without
clothes". Asceticism and ascetics have the high-
est place in Indian Sanatan culture. Jain saints'
pure conduct is a symbol of purity and chastity in
society. The statement made by Anjuman Com-
mittee Secretary Syed Sarwar Chishti against Jain
saints is "extremely disgusting, unfortunate, and
indicative of their distorted mentality". The com-
ment he has made regarding the clothes of Jain
saints is an insult to the entire Jain society and
Sanatan culture."Sarwar Chishti should apologise
to the entire Sanatan culture and the Jain com-
munity, he added. A group of Jain monks and sev-
eral leaders of the Visva Hindu Parishad on Tues-
day visited 'Adhai Din Ka Jhonpra', an ASI-pro-
tected mosque in Rajasthan's Ajmer, and claimed
that originally a Sanskrit school and a Jain tem-
ple existed there.

Community Rallies to help Law
Student to Recover from Her
Accidental Brain Injury

Vadodara, 22-year-old Nancy Tushar Bavishi,
a final-year law student at MSU Vadodara, is bat-
tling for her life after sustaining severe injuries in
a traffic accident on March 7, 2024. Nancy was
struck by a speeding high-speed sports bike while
riding her scooter at a normal speed. The colli-
sion resulted in a traumatic head injury, multiple
fractures, and a prolonged period of unconscious-
ness. Currently in a semi-conscious state, Nancy
faces a long and challenging road to recovery that
includes extended hospitalization and intensive
therapy spanning 12-18 months.

The Bavishi family has already exhausted their
resources covering the initial medical expenses,
exceeding Rs. 8.5 lakhs. To ensure Nancy re-
ceives the best possible care, they are seeking to
raise Rs. 15,00,000 through an online medical
fundraiser campaign hosted on Milaap, India's
leading crowd funding platform for medical and
social causes.

"Every contribution, whatever the amount, will
make a difference in Nancy's journey toward re-
covery," pleads Raksha Tushar Bavishi, Nancy's
mother. "Your generosity will alleviate the finan-
cial burden on our family and provide us with the
strength to support Nancy throughout

Agra lawyer claims temple below
Fatehpur Sikri dargah, files case

Agra, May 10 (IANS) An advocate from Agra
has filed a court case, claiming the presence of a
Hindu temple within the premises of a dargah
(shrine) in Fatehpur Sikri.

According to advocate Ajay Pratap Singh, a
civil court in Agra has accepted his claim. He has
identified the Dargah of Salim Chishti in Fatehpur
Sikri as the temple of Goddess Kamakhya, with
the adjacent mosque forming a part of the temple
complex. The advocate said that the disputed
property, currently under the purview of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India, was originally the
sanctum sanctorum of Goddess Kamakhya.

He also challenged the belief that Fatehpur
Sikri was founded by Akbar, asserting that refer-
ences to Sikri, also known as Vijaypur Sikri, ap-
pear in Baburnama, indicating its earlier
significance.Citing archaeological evidence, the
advocate pointed to excavations conducted by
former Superintending Archaeologist D.B. Shar-
ma, which revealed Hindu and Jain artefacts dat-
ing back to around 1000 A.D.

K'taka sex scandal: Victims
threatened with prostitution by
SIT, claims Kumaraswamy; Cong
backs SIT probe

Bengaluru, May 10 (IANS) In a twist to the sex
video scandal in Karnataka involving JD-S MP
Prajwal Revanna, the National Commission for
Women (NCW) said on Thursday that one of the
woman complainants in the case has claimed that
she was forced by a group of people claiming to
be cops to lodge a false complaint after being
threatened with harassment.  Taking a cue from
the NCW's allegation, former Chief Minister and
JD-S state President H.D. Kumaraswamy on
Thursday night accused the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the case of threatening the
victims with prostitution to extract false statements.
The SIT officers are threatening the victims that if
they don’t make statements in favour of the Con-
gress government, they will be charged with pros-
titution, the JD-S leader claimed. “The investigat-
ing officers are going to the doorsteps of the vic-
tims and threatening them. Tell us, isn’t it a fact
that the SIT officers are threatening the victims
with false prostitution cases against them? Is this
how the probe is being conducted," Kuma-
raswamy questioned Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, who earlier described the sex video
scandal as the biggest sex scandal in the world.

Ahmedabad, May 10
(IANS) The Crime Branch
has uncovered a Pakistani
link to the bomb threats
which targeted 38 schools
in Gujarat's Ahmedabad
on May 6, officials said on
Friday.

The officials said that
this incident has links in
Pakistan and a Russian
server was used to create
a sense of panic and fear
in the city.

 The threat mail was
sent from a Russian do-
main (.ru). More informa-
tion is awaited.

The threatening emails
received a day before the

May 7 Lok Sabha polls
caused widespread panic
among the public.

The Crime Branch,
Cyber Crime unit, Special
Operations Group, and
Ahmedabad Police
launched an investigation
soon after the threats. De-
spite the alarming nature
of the threats, no suspi-
cious or explosive materi-
als were discovered after
thorough inspections by
bomb disposal squads
and canine units.

Director General of
Police Vikas Sahay had
said that the threats were
a hoax and encouraged

voters to proceed to the
polls without fear.

This incident follows a
trend of hoax threats sim-
ilar to those received by
over 130 schools in the
Delhi-NCR area.

Officials said that the
threatening emails which
prompted heightened se-
curity measures across
Delhi-NCR on May 1 orig-
inated from a Russian do-
main. The email address
used, sawariim@mail.ru,
indicated its Russian ori-
gin. However, officials said
that the perpetrators may
have used a masked IP
address.--IANS

Far away from Gujarat’s lion territory of Gir forest, lioness
carcass found buried in limestone mine in Jamnagar

By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, An Asiat-

ic lion that had been roam-
ing in Jamnagar district far
away from established lion
territory was found dead in
an abandoned limestone
mine on Friday, with forest
officers saying that prima
facie the big cat was elec-
trocuted.

Forest officers started
scanning wasteland in
Hansthal village of Kala-
vad taluka in central Jam-
nagar early on Friday
morning and found a car-
cass of a lioness buried in
an abandoned limestone
mine.

 “We had got an alert

that something untoward
had happened and our
staff started scanning the
area in Hansthal village.
During the scanning drive,
our staff noted a foul smell
emanating from an aban-
doned limestone mine.
Eventually, we discovered
that the stench was ema-
nating from the carcass of
a lioness which was bur-
ied in the quarry,” K
Ramesh, Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests (CCF),
Junagadh territorial forest
circle, told Indian Express.

Ramesh said the lion-
ess was believed to be five
to nine years old and had
been ranging areas of Ka-

lavad taluka, some 40 km
from Barda Wildlife Sanc-
tuary.

“The lioness which was
roaming in this area was
a solitary animal in Kala-
vad. After getting due per-
mission from the chief
wildlife warden of Gujarat,
we had radio-collared the
lioness,” the CCF said.

Hansthal is some 100
km from Girnar Wildlife
Sanctuary, the known es-
tablished territory of Asiat-
ic lions, an endangered
species of big cats.

 The Gujarat forest de-
partment has also set up
an Asiatic lion gene pool
centre in Barda Wildlife

Sanctuary as part of efforts
to conserve the species. In
this centre set up inside
the sanctuary, lions are
kept in large enclosures.

In January this year, a
lion and a lioness were
spotted in Sadodar village
in Jamjodhpur taluka ad-
joining Kalavad.

 A lion had also visited
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary
last year. A sub-adult lion
had ventured into Kalavad
taluka in 2013 but it was
caged and transported
back to Gir forest. Forest
officers said that Hansthal
village has lots of waste-
land which can be a suit-
able habitat for lions.

EC orders repoll tomorrow at polling booth from
where man live-streamed voting in Dahod

By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, The Elec-

tion Commission of India
(EC) on Thursday ordered
fresh voting on May 11 at
Prathampur polling station
under the Dahod Lok Sab-
ha seat in Gujarat from
where a man live-
streamed voting on May 7,
the video of which went
viral. Two persons associ-
ated with the BJP have
been arrested in the case.

The presiding officer,
assistant presiding officer,
two polling officers and a
police constable deployed
at polling station 220,
where the incident took

place, have been
suspended.“As soon as
the irregularities were re-
ported, a report was
sought from the returning
officer regarding the inci-
dent, which was put before
the EC,” the Gujarat Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
said in a statement.Taking
into account the report of
the returning officer and
observer regarding irregu-
larities in the polling, the
EC had declared the poll-
ing held on May 7 at
Parthampur polling station
at Santrampur taluka in
Mahisagar district as “null
and void”, under sub-sec-

tion 2 of Section 58 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951, the
CEO added.Also read |
Lok Sabha elections: At
59.51%, voter turnout dips
in Gujarat; Banaskantha
bucks the trend

According to the FIR,
two persons identified as
Vijay Bhabhor (28) and
Manoj Magan (38) were
booked for alleged bogus
voting after one of them
live-streamed from inside
the Prathampur polling
booth, claiming to cast
multiple votes and “influ-
encing” others to vote for
a particular party.

Election to IFFCO board: Ex-minister Jayesh
Radadiya wins battle of two BJP coop leaders

By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, Jetpur

BJP MLA and former min-
ister Jayesh Radadiya de-
feated Bipin Patel alias
Bipin Gota in a fight be-
tween two cooperative
leaders of the BJP in the
election to board of direc-
tors of Indian Farmers Fer-
tiliser Cooperative Limited
(IFFCO) on Thursday. This
is second time that
Radadiya has been elect-
ed a member of board of
directors of IFFCO, the
coopeartive fertiliser giant
of the country.

Polling for some of the
seats of the board of direc-
tors was conducted at IF-
FCO headquarters in Del-
hi and counting was held
in the evening.In the elec-
tion from the seat of prima-
ry agricultural cooperative
societies (PACS) of Gujar-
at, Radadiya – member of
the outgoing IFFCO board
of directors as well as
chairman of Rajkot District
Cooperative (RDC) Bank
– and Gota, vice-chairman
of Gujarat State Coopera-
tive Marketing Federation
Limited (Gujcomasol),
were the two
rivals.“Jayesh Radadiya
secured 113 votes while

Gota could muster only 67.
There were 184 represen-
tatives of general body
(RGB) eligible to vote for
the Gujarat PACs seat.
These RGBs were in turn
elected by Gujarat’s 3,000
PACS, which are member
PACS of IFFCO, in Febru-
ary,” Dilip Sanghani, the
outgoing chairman of IFF-
CO and a cooperative
leader from Gujarat, told
The Indian Express.

Sanghani said that 184
RGBs from Gujarat are
among the 1,000 RGBs of
IFFCO and 180 of them
voted on Thursday. Aver-
age 150 PACS elect one
RGB, he
added.Interestingly, Gota
is a member of board of
director of Gujarat State
Cooperative (GSC) Bank.
He is representative of

GSC Bank in Gujcomasol.
Radadiya and Sanghani
are both members of
board of directors of GSC
Bank. RDC Bank is one of
the member banks of GSC
Bank, the umbrella organ-
isation of district coopera-
tive banks of Gujarat.

The showdown be-
tween Radadiya, the son
of late cooperative leader
Vitthal Radadiya, and
Gota was on the cards af-
ter Radadiya filed his nom-
ination on April 24. Gota
did the same three days
later. This, despite the BJP
having introduced a sys-
tem of issuing party man-
date to its cooperative
leaders for contesting polls
in cooperative bodies.
Polls in such bodies are
not fought on party sym-
bols. “This was a result of
lack of coordination by the
BJP leadership. It the BJP
wanted to enforce its poli-
cy of party leadership
choosing candidates for
election to cooperative
bodies by issuing man-
dates, it could have called
Radadiya and Gota for dis-
cussion. But that didn’t
happen and Radadiya ran
for a re-election and won,”
said a BJP insider.

Clash after graves of Sufi saint,
kin razed in Ahmedabad, 37 held

By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, Removal

of graves at a Sufi shrine
in Ahmedabad on May 7
led to communal clashes,
followed by alleged inci-
dents of stone-pelting on
Wednesday.

While 37 people were
arrested on charges of at-
tempt to murder and riot-
ing, another 10 were de-
tained on Thursday, said
Ahmedabad rural SP Om
Prakash Jat.

The police said the
graves were removed
“subtly” when police per-
sonnel were absent at the
shrine owing to deploy-
ment on election duty on
May 7.

Two cross-FIRs have
been lodged at the Aslali
police station based on
complaints filed by two
trustees of the dargah —
Sirajhussein Saiyed and
Praveenbhai Rajabhai
Patel — on Wednesday.
While the complaint by
Saiyed names 14 people
and “other unknown” per-
sons, Patel’s complaint
names 43 as accused, in
addition to “other un-
known” persons.The inci-
dent occurred near the Pir
Imamshah Bawa dargah,
run by Pir Imamshah
Bawa Trust and situated in
the sensitive Pirana vil-
lage on outskirts of
Ahmedabad.

Two elderly couples die by suicide
at Surat home, Bharuch farmland
By Staff Reporter,
AhmedabadIn sepa-

rate incidents, two elder-
ly couples — one in Su-
rat and another in
Bharuch — allegedly
died by suicide.

The Surat couple,
identified as Chunilal Ge-
dia (66) and his wife
Muktaben (60), alleged-
ly died by hanging them-
selves early morning on
Sunday upset over their
inability to repay the
money they had bor-
rowed for their elder son,
who later cut off ties with
them.

The incident came to
light when police broke
open their bedroom door
of their house in Sartha-
na area after their young-

er son Sanjay Gedia alert-
ed the cops that nobody
was answering the
door.The police also re-
covered a five-page note
allegedly written by Chu-
nilal in Gujarati and ad-
dressed to his son Piyush
who lives in Canada,
daughter-in-law Payal and
his brother Mansukhbhai.
Piyush has been living in
Canada since the past four
years, while his wife Pay-
al stays in a separate
house in Surat with their
son Krish.

 The youngest son
Sanjay, employed in a pri-
vate factory, and his wife
lives with his parents in the
same house.

According to the po-
lice, Chunilal, who hails

from Amreli, was into fi-
nancial business. He re-
tired during the pan-
demic after facing a
great debacle in his
business. Chunilal had
taken a loan of Rs 40
lakh from relatives and
friends to send Piyush
to Canada, but the son
has now allegedly cut off
ties with his parents.

“Piyush had assured
his parents that once he
goes to Canada he will
earn and pay the debts.
However, in the past
four years, Piyush has
not sent a single rupee.
Chunilal has also men-
tioned that his son had
not talked to him or to
his mother in the past
four years.

Actor Rakesh Bedi, wife get back
money they lost to cyber fraudsters
By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, Popular

film and television actor
Rakesh Bedi and his wife
Aradhana who became
victims of cyber fraud have
received the money with-
in a week of losing it, the
police said. The prompt
action by the Mumbai Po-
lice team in the golden
hours helped prevent Rs
4.98 lakh from reaching
the fraudster.

According to the po-
lice, Aradhana received a
call from an unknown
number on May 3 in which
the caller told her that by
mistake she had trans-

ferred Rs 4.98 lakh to his
account and that he
wished to transfer back
the sum. Aradhana, how-
ever, hung up the call, say-
ing that she has not sent
money to anyone when
the person requested her
to check out the OTP sent
to her phone so that he
could send back the mon-
ey into her bank account,
the police said.Later, when
she checked her bank bal-
ance she was shocked to
discover that Rs 4.98 lakh
had been debited from her
account, the First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) stated.

She informed her actor

husband and the couple
wasted no time to inform
the Oshiwara police the
same day. The police,
while tracking the money
trail, discovered that the
fraud money was trans-
ferred to an eWallet of a
third party app. The police
contacted the nodal offic-
er of the third party app
and directed them to
freeze the money in the
said eWallet and transfer
it back to the source ac-
count, pointing out a fraud-
ulent case. Case details
were also sent to the ad-
ministrator of the said third
party app.

BJP is making people ‘nirbhar, not
‘atmanirbhar’: Priyanka on BJP’s free ration

By Staff Reporter,
Ahmedabad, Con-

gress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Thurs-
day alleged that the BJP
government was making
people “nirbhar” (depen-
dent), and not “atmanirb-
har” (self-sufficient),
through its free ration
scheme.

On the second day of
a public campaign in Rae
Bareli in support of party
candidate and her brother
Rahul Gandhi, Vadra
claimed that “this 5-kg ra-

tion would not fill anyone’s
stomachs”.

She asked the crowd
what would they choose
between free 5-kg ration
or employment, the Con-
gress leader said that the
present policy is such that
the youth would never be-
come “atma
nirbhar”.“While no work
was done to generate em-
ployment, inflation has in-
creased. No one under-
stood the problems of
women, who work for
hours outside and at

home. Women reservation
has been turned into mere
election slogan as it will
not be implemented for the
next 10 years,” she said.

Narendra
Dabholkar murder
case: Two get life
imprisonment,
three others
acquitted

After more than 10
years and eight months
since the murder of Dr
Narendra Dabholkar, a
Special UAPA Court in
Pune pronounced its ver-
dict on Friday in the trial
against five person linked
to Sanatan Sanstha

The court acquitted
ENT surgeon Dr Viren-
drasinh Tawade, Mumbai-
based lawyer Sanjeev
Punalekar and his aide
Vikram Bhave for the lack
of evidence. The court
convicted the two alleged
assailants Sachin Andure
and Sharad Kalaskar and
convicted them to life im-
prisonment.

Speaking to reporters
outside the Shivajinagar
court complex, Dab-
holkar’s son Dr Hamid
said, “On one level we are
satisfied that the two as-
sailants have been con-
victed and sentenced to
life. Rationalist, anti-su-
perstition crusader and
founder of Maharashtra
Andhashraddha Nirmool-
an Samiti (MANS), Dr
Dabholkar, who was 67 at
the time, was shot dead
by two bike-borne assail-
ants on the VR Shinde
bridge in Pune on the
morning of August 20 in
2013.

Students of Saurabh English
School aced the class 12 boards

Students of Saurabh English School aced the class
12 boards with 100% pass results. The students, who
were from the General stream, had opted for subjects
like Psychology and History. The school focuses on
providing quality English medium education to their stu-
dents through a variety of pedagogies aimed at mak-
ing learning more interesting and fun. Managed by the
Kalorex group, students enjoy the benefits of belong-
ing to the prestigious group of schools which empha-
sizes teacher training, focus on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and career counselling.

The school provides ample opportunities which
makes them confident speakers of the English lan-
guage, capable of taking on the challenges of the fu-
ture, as the world goes global and online. Students are
able to make career choices as they know what each
choice involves through their experiences. Students are
eager to learn new things and express themselves eas-
ily in debates or discussions.

ASUS strengthensits pan India retail
strategy with the launch of an
Exclusive Store in Ahmedabad

As a step towards strengthening the brand’s retail
footprint across the country, ASUS India, Taiwanese tech
giant today announced the launch of anexclusive store
inAhmedabad. The exclusive store is spread across 325
sq. ft. andis set to host an extensive range of electronics
and computer hard-
ware, including the
ASUS flagship prod-
ucts such as Vivobook,
Zenbook, Republic of
Gamers (ROG) lap-
tops, Gaming Desk-
tops, All-in-One Desk-
tops, and accessories.
This is the brand’s 7th
exclusive store located
in Ahmedabad making
it a total of 24 exclusive stores in Gujarat. Talking about
the expansion,Arnold Su, Vice President, Consumer and
Gaming PC, System Business Group, ASUS India, said,
“It is with immense pride that we announce the expan-
sion of our retail presence in India. Recognizing the sig-
nificance of Ahmedabad as a key market, the unveiling
of our new AES store in the noteworthy city represents a
key milestone in our commitment to delivering unparal-
leled experiences to consumers throughout the country.
Through a meticulously planned retail expansion strate-
gy, we aim to provide our customers with hands-on ex-
periences and foster valuable connections with them.”
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The 'unusual event', as the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  put it
Thursday, would be the first in nearly 20 years if
it comes to fruition. It follows a series of solar
flares that began on Wednesday, during which
several large expulsions of plasma from the Sun's
corona - the outermost part of its atmosphere -
were spotted That paved the way for the alert for
Friday, where officials said the expulsions of
matter and magnetic field could cause geomag-
netic storms and problems for earthlings.

President Joe Biden made an awkward gaffe while paying tribute to
the 2023 WNBA champions, the Las Vegas Aces, during the team's visit
to the White House. On Thursday, No 46 congratulated the Aces for their
back-to-back championships, as he celebrated a 'banner year' for wom-
en's basketball amid the rise in popularity in the sport thanks to the likes
of Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese.  Alongside Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, Biden gave a gushing speech in front of the Aces players and was
later given his own personalized jersey.

There were widespread reports that the Duke of Sussex planned to see his father during this
week's visit to London - and surprise, even shock, when no such get-together happened. As Prince
Harry 's newly appointed British spokesman explained on Tuesday: 'In response to the many in-
quiries and continued speculation on whether or not the Duke will meet with his father while in the
UK this week, it, unfortunately, will not be possible due to His Majesty's full programme. The duke,
he continued, 'is understanding of his father's diary of commitments and various other priorities
and hopes to see him soon'.

Egypt, Jordan warn against
humanitarian catastrophe of
Israeli attacks in Rafah

Cairo, May 10 (IANS) Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi and Jordan's Prime Minister
Bisher Khasawneh have warned against the hu-
manitarian catastrophe of the ongoing Israeli mil-
itary operation in the Palestinian city of Rafah,
according to the Egyptian Presidency office's
statement.

The two leaders made the remarks during a
meeting in Cairo, where they reiterated the two
countries' "full rejection" of the Israeli invasion of
Rafah, the southernmost city of the besieged
enclave, said the statement on Thursday as quot-
ed by Xinhua news agency report.

"The Israeli operation impedes the only safe
exit of the wounded and sick Palestinians and
hinders the delivery of humanitarian and relief
aid," they emphasised.

The ongoing conditions require the interna-
tional community to take its responsibilities for
reaching an immediate and sustainable cease-
fire and to push forward for the recognition of an
independent Palestinian state which will help in
achieving regional security and stability, the state-
ment added.

Russian attacks damages 2
hydroelectric power plants in
Ukraine

Kiev, May 10 (IANS) Russian missile and
drone attacks two days ago heavily damaged two
hydroelectric power plants in Ukraine, Ukraine's
state-run hydropower generating company Uk-
rhydroenergo said.

"Two hydroelectric power plants are out of
operation," Ukrhydroenergo said on Thursday in
a post on Telegram, not specifying locations.

Ukraine's overall hydroelectric power gener-
ation has suffered big losses in the recent attacks,
it added as quoted by Xinhua news agency re-
port.

The company said it would take "considerable
efforts" and "significant financial resources" to
repair and restore the destroyed facilities.

On Wednesday, Russia fired 55 missiles and
21 drones in an attack that targeted power gen-
eration and transmission facilities in six Ukraini-
an regions, according to Ukrainian authorities.

Turkish minister dismisses claim of
easing ban on trade with Israel

Ankara, May 10 (IANS) Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Israel Katz's claim that Turkey eased its ban
on trade with Israel is "fictional and has nothing
to do with reality," a Turkish Minister said.

"The statements of the Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter are absolutely fictional and have nothing to
do with reality. We stand behind the decision we
have taken as a government regarding trade with
Israel. This decision remains valid," Turkish Trade
Minister Omer Bolat said on Thursday on social
media platform X.The Minister stressed that the
trade ban would be in effect until "conditions are
met to stop Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip, to
achieve a permanent ceasefire and to ensure the
uninterrupted delivery of humanitarian aid" to
Palestinians in the strip, Xinhua news agency
reported.

Zelensky, European Parliament
chief discuss Ukraine's European
integration, security

Kiev, May 10 (IANS) Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky and visiting European Parlia-
ment President Roberta Metsola have discussed
Ukraine's European integration and security is-
sues. At the talks, Zelensky said on Thursday that
Ukraine has fulfilled all the necessary conditions
for starting accession talks with the European
Union next month, according to the Presidential
press service.

For her part, Metsola said she was optimistic
that EU member states will adopt the negotiating
framework for Ukraine in June, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Iran condemns US pressure
campaign against ICC

Tehran, May 10 (IANS) Iranian Foreign Min-
istry Spokesman Nasser Kanaani has con-
demned the threats by a group of US lawmakers
against the International Criminal Court (ICC) in-
tending to prevent the tribunal from issuing ar-
rest warrants against senior Israeli officials.

He made the remarks on Thursday in a post
on social media platform X while reacting to warn-
ings by pro-Israel US Congressmen that any ar-
rest warrants for senior Israeli officials would en-
counter US retaliation, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Israel to continue Rafah operation
as Gaza truce talks collapse: Official

Jerusalem, May 10
(IANS) The Israeli army
will continue its operation
in the southern Gaza Strip
city of Rafah "as planned,"
after the talks on the Isra-
el-Hamas truce held in
Egypt's Cairo collapsed,
an Israeli official told the
media.

Meanwhile, a Xinhua
news agency covering the
developments reported
mass Israeli troops sta-
tioned on the border with
Rafah.

The unnamed Israeli
official confirmed on
Thursday that the Israeli
delegation has left Cairo
after talks with Hamas, the
US, Egyptian, and Qatari
negotiators on a deal to
end the hostilities and se-
cure the release of hostag-
es in Gaza, Xinhua news
agency reported.

The official did not
elaborate on whether Isra-
el will expand the offensive
to more areas in Rafah at
the southern end of Gaza,
where about 1.2 million in-

ternally displaced Pales-
tinians were taking refuge.

According to Israel's
state-owned Kan TV
news, the talks were halt-
ed due to Israel's ongoing
ground assault on Rafah.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's
war cabinet was sched-
uled to meet later on
Thursday to discuss the
continuation of the Rafah
operation.

Commenting on US
President Joe Biden's de-
cision to pause some ship-
ments of weapons to Isra-
el if it deepens its assault
on Rafah city, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said
it has enough weapons to
continue operations in
Gaza.

"The US has so far pro-
vided security assistance
to Israel and the IDF in an
unprecedented manner,"
Hagari added, noting that
"even when there are dis-
agreements between us -
- we resolve them in
closed rooms".--IANS

Netanyahu vows to continue attacks in Gaza
despite Biden's threat to halt weapon shipment

Jerusalem, May 10
(IANS) Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
has said in a video state-
ment that the Israeli forc-
es will continue their at-
tacks in Gaza despite the
US threat to halt some
weapon shipments.

"If Israel is forced to
stand alone -- Israel will
stand alone," said Netan-
yahu in a public speech
made on Sunday's Israeli
Holocaust Memorial Day
and posted on his official

X account on Thursday.
The Israeli Prime Min-

ister added that "no

amount of pressure" will
stop Israel from "defend-
ing itself" as quoted by
Xinhua news agency
report.During a CNN inter-

view on Wednesday, US
President Joe Biden said
that he would halt some
shipments of US weapons
to Israel if Netanyahu
launches a major invasion
of Rafah, the southern-
most city of the Gaza Strip
where more than one mil-
lion Palestinians are taking
refuge."We're not walking
away from Israel's securi-
ty. We're walking away
from Israel's ability to
wage war in those areas,"
Biden added.

The US President ad-
mitted that Israel used US
bombs on civilians in
Gaza.

"Civilians have been
killed in Gaza as a conse-
quence of those bombs
and other ways in which
they go after population
centres," Biden said.

US Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin said on
Wednesday that the US
had already paused "one
shipment of high payload
munitions" to Israel.

Delegations leave Cairo, fail
to reach Gaza truce deal

Cairo, May 10 (IANS)
The delegations of Ha-
mas, Israel, Qatar and the
US left Egypt after talks for
reaching a truce in the
Gaza Strip hit an impasse,
the media reported.

"The delegations par-
ticipating in the Cairo talks
left for consultations, while

some points of disagree-
ment remained unre-
solved," Egypt's state-affil-
iated Al-Qahera News TV
channel report quoted an
unnamed senior official as
saying on Thursday.

The delegations ar-
rived in Cairo on Tuesday
to achieve a comprehen-
sive truce in the conflict-
stricken Gaza. Yet, no
agreement has been
reached despite some

progress in the negotia-
tions, Xinhua news agen-
cy reported.

Among the major dis-
putes between the con-
flicting parties are the
number and lists of Israeli
hostages and Palestinian
prisoners to be released
under a swap deal, as well

as issues regarding Is-
rael's partial withdraw-
al from Gaza to allow
free movement of Pal-
estinians in the en-
clave.

The talks stalled
when the Israeli military
launched an operation

in Gaza's southernmost
city of Rafah crowded with
more than one million in-
ternally displaced Pales-
tinians and took control of
the Palestinian side of the
key Rafah crossing.

On Thursday, an Israeli
source told Xinhua news
agency that the Israeli
army will continue its op-
eration in Rafah "as
planned" since the truce
talks have collapsed.

Iraqi Shia militia claims drone,
missile attacks on Israel

Baghdad, May 10
(IANS) A Shia militia in
Iraq has claimed re-
sponsibility for drone
and missile attacks on
three sites in southern
Israel.

The militia, known as
the Islamic Resistance
in Iraq, said on Thurs-
day in two online state-

ments that its fighters
launched at dawn a
drone attack "on the
Nevatim (military) base
in Be'er Sheva" and two
drones toward a vital
site in Eilat, without pro-
viding additional details
about the specific loca-
tion targeted or any re-
sulting casualties.

Man shoots two officers
in Paris police station

Paris, May 10 (IANS/
DPA) Two police officers
were shot by a man in cus-
tody, who grabbed one of
their service weapons, at
a police station in Paris,
local media reported.

The man was arrested
on Thursday evening for
domestic violence, as the
BFMTV channel and the

newspaper Le Parisien
reported citing police
sources.The man grabbed
the weapon and shot the
two officers while police
were trying to search him
at the station, according to
the reports.One of the po-
lice officers was hit in the
upper body and the other
in the thigh.

Germany ready to play leading security
role: Defence Minister Boris Pistorius
Washington, May 10

(IANS/DPA) German De-
fence Minister Boris Pisto-
rius has assured Washing-
ton that Berlin is prepared
to play a leading security
policy role in Europe and
will provide the military
capabilities to do so.

"Let us - the US and
Germany together - shape
a future with all those who
stand up for freedom,
peace and the rules-based
international order," Pisto-
rius said in a keynote
speech at the Johns Hop-
kins University in Wash-
ington on Thursday.

Germany is a steadfast
ally and is able and willing
to fulfil its role in the alli-
ance and global politics,
Pistorius said.

The Minister said that
Germany was in the midst

of a military build-up pro-
cess and had abandoned
the restraint it had long
cultivated - as in the sup-
ply of weapons to war
zones.He said he wanted
to address the fact that
Germany had abandoned
compulsory military ser-
vice and said that "times
have changed." He spoke
of a "mistake" and said: "I
am convinced that Germa-
ny needs some kind of
military conscription."

The Europeans are
also aware that the US is
focussing its attention on
the Indo-Pacific and must
respond to China's arma-
ment, aggressive eco-
nomic policy and striving
for geopolitical domi-
nance. Germany is deter-
mined to make a contribu-
tion to a rules-based order

there too, he said.
"I am convinced that

only together, America and
Europe can keep the West
strong, defending it
against Russia's expan-
sionist ambitions and oth-
er actors' hunger for pow-
er and supremacy," said
Pistorius."My message to
you today is: Just like we
did in other key moments
in our transatlantic part-
nership, such as the Ber-
lin airlift, the Marshall Plan
or the reunification of Ger-
many, let us seize this
transatlantic opportunity,
once more," he added.

The Marshall Plan was
a US programme that
helped European nations
rebuild their economies
after World War II. Germa-
ny particularly benefited
from it.

Nuclear envoys of South Korea, China
discuss Korean Peninsula issues in Tokyo

Seoul, May 10 (IANS)
The top nuclear envoys of
South Korea and China
discussed issues related
to the Korean Peninsula
on the margins of a multi-
lateral security dialogue in
Japan earlier this week,
Seoul's foreign ministry
said on Friday.

According to the min-
istry, the talks between
Lee Jun-il, Director Gen-
eral for North Korean Nu-
clear Affairs, and Liu
Xiaoming, China's special
representative on Korean
Peninsula affairs, took
place Thursday in Tokyo
on the sidelines of the
Northeast Asia Coopera-
tion Dialogue (NEACD),

an annual public-private
security dialogue forum,
Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

They "exchanged their

assessments on the re-
cent situation on the Ko-
rean Peninsula and opin-
ions on ways to address"
the peninsula issues, the
ministry said in a press re-
lease, without providing

further details.
North Korea's evolving

nuclear and weapons de-
velopments and its grow-
ing military cooperation
with Russia were most
likely high on the agenda
at their talks. China is the
North's longtime ally and
largest economic benefac-
tor.

The NEACD is a Track
1.5 security forum that
brings together govern-
ment officials and civilian
experts from the two Ko-
reas, the United States,
China, Japan and Russia.

It was not immediately
known whether the North
or Russia attended this
week's NEACD. The last

time North Korea attend-
ed the meeting was in
2016, represented by
Choe Son-hui, now serv-
ing as the North's foreign
minister.

On Friday, Lee held
talks with his US counter-
part, Jung Pak, who was
also in Tokyo to attend the
NEACD, and had a broad
discussion on North Ko-
rea's nuclear and other
related issues, Seoul's
ministry said.

They "agreed to contin-
ue close coordination as
they stand firmly by the
shared goal toward the
complete denuclearisation
of North Korea," the min-
istry said.

Lebanon requests Qatar's assistance to
evacuate Lebanese women from Gaza

Beirut, May 10 (IANS)
Lebanese Foreign Affairs
Minister Abdallah Bou
Habib has said that his
country has asked for as-
sistance from Qatar to
evacuate Lebanese wom-
en from Gaza through the
Rafah crossing.

"We requested Qatari
assistance to get Leba-
nese women and their
families out through the
Rafah crossing, as they
have been stuck since the
start of the aggression on
Gaza, despite all our pre-
vious attempts to bring
them home," Bou Habib
added on Thursday, ac-
cording to a report by Leb-
anese National News
Agency.The Lebanese
Foreign Minister made the

remarks after meeting with
Qatar's Ambassador to
Lebanon, Saud bin Abdul
Rahman Al-Thani, Xinhua
news agency reported.

Meanwhile, Bou Habib
praised Qatar's construc-
tive role in helping Leba-
non emerge from its pres-
idential crisis.Qatar is
working through the five-
nation group on Lebanon,
which comprises Qatar,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
France, and the US, to
help the country acceler-
ate its presidential election
and financial and econom-
ic reforms.The position of
Lebanese President has
been vacant since the end
of the term of former Pres-
ident Michel Aoun in Oc-
tober 2022.

US: Hundreds of faculty, staff demand UCLA chancellor's resignation
Los Angeles, May 10

(IANS) Nearly 900 mem-
bers of the University of
California (UC) faculty
and staff have been call-
ing on Gene Block, chan-
cellor of the University of
California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), to resign over
the university's response
to pro-Palestinian pro-
tests on campus.

"We will not stand by
as our students are as-
saulted and silenced,"
said the group in an on-

l ine peti t ion, Xinhua
news agency reported.

"We remain commit-
ted to protecting our stu-
dents' safety and their
right to protest, assem-
ble, and speak freely."

A total of 895 people
from the 10-campus
public university system
have signed the petition
as of Thursday night. Of
them, 642 are from
UCLA.

In the petition, the
group said that they de-

mand that UCLA recom-
mend all legal charges
be dropped and grant full
amnesty to all students,
staff and faculty involved
in the encampment and
peaceful protest.

"Following the violent
and aggressive police
sweep of the Palestine
Solidarity Encampment
on May 2, 2024, result-
ing in more than 200 stu-
dents, faculty, and staff
arrested while peaceful-
ly protesting, it has be-

come obvious that Chan-
cellor Block has failed our
university," said the peti-
tion.

UC faculty and staff
members also demand
that UCLA issue a report
within 30 days to fully dis-
close all investments so
that students may under-
stand how the university
prioritises their finances
and call on UCLA to di-
vest from al l  mil i tary
weapons production
companies and support-

ing systems.
In a message to its

members earl ier this
week, the UCLA Academ-
ic Senate, representing
the university's faculty,
said: "Recent events that
transpired on our campus
deeply dismayed and dis-
appointed many faculty,
staff, students and alum-
ni."

The UCLA Academic
Senate said it will hold an
emergency meeting on
Friday to consider a no-

confidence resolution
and a censure resolution
of Block, who has been
chancellor of UCLA since
2007.UCLA's Undergrad-
uate Students Associa-
tion Council also passed
a resolution on Tuesday
night calling for the res-
ignation of Block if he
does not meet the de-
mands of the Palestine
Solidarity Encampment,
according to Daily Bruin,
the university's student
newspaper.
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learn-and-play nature cou-
pled with it being age and
gender agnostic makes it
the ideal sport for people
to come out and play there-
by democratizing sports
participation like never be-
fore.

Arvind Prabhoo, Presi-
dent of All India Pickleball
Federation and Internation-
al Pickleball Federation
too, welcomed the profes-
sional pickleball league
and said this initiative could
change the future of the
sport in the country.
Speaking about their part-
nership with NSG, Nachiket
Pantvaidya, CEO of SET-
VI said, “The alliance be-
tween NSG and SETVI ig-
nites a new era for Pickle-
ball's growth story. With its
inherent potential to serve
as a dynamic growth vehi-
cle for sports, both in India
and on a global scale, Pick-
leball stands poised for an
unprecedented ascent.

SETVI & Gaurav Natekar together
launch World Pickleball League

The inaugural edition,
to witness six franchise
teams compete for the ti-
tle; organisers set to an-
nounce global expansion
plans soon

Mumbai, India’s grow-
ing reputation as a poten-
tial racquet sports hub is all
set to get a massive boost
with the launch of the
World Pickleball League
(WPBL), the first-ever pro-
fessional pickleball league,
envisaged by Natekar
Sports and Gaming (NSG)
and Sony Entertainment
Talent Ventures India
(SETVI).

NSG, is a company pro-
moted by ‘former Davis
Cup star and Arjuna
Awardee Gaurav Natekar’
and his wife, ‘Arati Ponnap-
pa Natekar, also a former
India #1 in Tennis’. SETVI
is a joint venture between
Sony Music Entertainment
and Sony Pictures Enter-
tainment.

NSG will have SETVI
as their strategic investor
and partner in the league
which will be conducted
under the aegis of the All
India Pickleball Federation
and International Pickleball
Federation.

Using his extensive ex-
perience of over 35 years
as a player, consultant, en-
trepreneur, and administra-
tor, Gaurav Natekar,
Founder and CEO of
Natekar Sports and Gam-
ing, said: "We are proud to
unveil the inaugural global
professional pickleball
league in India and are ex-
cited that SETVI has cho-
sen to invest with us. At
NSG, we have always
looked to fostering a vi-
brant sports culture and
constantly explore opportu-
nities to grow the sporting
ecosystem in India and
pickleball has emerged as
the perfect embodiment of
that ethos. Its easy-to-
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OLYMPIACOS 2-0 ASTON VILLA (agg 6-2) - TOM COLLOMOSSE AT GEORGIOS KARAISKAKIS
STADIUM: All week Aston Villa had been urging supporters to keep the faith with a catchy hashtag
but in the end, they came face to face with cold reality. There will be no chance to emulate the
European Cup winning heroes of 1982, after Ayoub El Kaabi's double took Olympiacos to the Final
of the Europa Conference League. Not many teams can recover from a two-goal deficit away from
home in Europe, no matter how much they might #Believe. Olympiacos will face Fiorentina in this
city later this month and Aston Villa must now turn their attention to securing a spot in next season's
Champions League. That would be richly deserved reward for an outstanding campaign, in which
Unai Emery's men have dealt superbly with injuries to key players.

IPL 2024: RCB keep Playoffs hopes alive as
PBKS are eliminated after 60-run defeat

Dharamshala, May 9
(IANS) Virat Kohli’s majes-
tic 92 off 47 balls, coupled
with a collective bowling
effort helped Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru get a
60-run win over Punjab
Kings at the HPCA Stadi-
um here on Thursday. The
result means RCB keep
their playoffs hopes alive
with their fourth win on the
trot, while PBKS join Mum-
bai Indians as the second
team to be eliminated from
the tournament.

After Kohli’s knock,
along with Rajat Patidar’s
55 took RCB to 241/7,
their fourth-highest overall
total in the tournament,
PBKS had a glimmer of
hope of reaching the tar-
get following a 65-run part-
nership between Jonny
Bairstow and Rilee Ros-
souw. Though Rossouw
made 61, none of PBKS'
batters stood up to the
challenge as they were
bowled out for 181 in 17

overs.RCB had a superb
start to their defence as
Swapnil Singh trapped
Prabhsimran Singh lbw on
the fourth ball. Bairstow hit
four boundaries and a six
in his 16-ball 27, before
falling to Lockie Ferguson
on the second-last ball of
the powerplay.

Rilee Rossouw kept
PBKS in the hunt by
smashing boundaries at
will to hit his first fifty of the
competition, which he
reached by thumping a six
over Cameron Green’s
head. After getting some
attention from the physio
for an injury, Rossouw
holed out to long off
against Karn Sharma, who
went on to castle Jitesh
Sharma.

Though Shashank
Singh was smashing
boundaries, it wasn’t
enough for PBKS as Liam
Livingstone was caught at
cover for a duck, off a lead-
ing edge against Swapnil.

Shashank himself needed
attention from the physio
for a shoulder injury and
was run out by a direct hit
fired by Virat Kohli from
deep mid-wicket on the
very next ball, falling for
19-ball 37.After that,
PBKS never recovered as
Ashutosh Sharma was
trapped lbw by Moham-
med Siraj, followed by
Lockie Ferguson knocking
over Sam Curran. Siraj
came back to take out the
remaining two wickets and
finish with 3-43 as RCB
managed another clinical
win.

Brief scores:Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
241/7 in 20 overs (Virat
Kohli 92, Rajat Patidar 55;
Harshal Patel 3-38, Vid-
wath Kaverappa 2-36)
beat Punjab Kings 181 in
17 overs (Rilee Rossouw
61, Shashank Singh 37;
Mohammed Siraj 3-43,
Swapnil Singh 2-280 by 60
runs--IANS

Jyothi Yarraji wins 100 hurdles
gold in Holland, misses Olympic
berth by 0.10 secs

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS) Indian athlete Jyothi
Yarraji won the women's 100m hurdles event at
the Harry Schulting Games 2024 athletics meet
in Vught, Netherlands on Thursday. However,
she was unlucky to miss the qualification mark
for the Paris Olympic Games by one-tenth of a
second.

In her first event of the outdoor season in
Europe, Asian Games silver medallist Jyothi
clocked 12.87 seconds to win the gold medal,
finishing ahead of Dutch hurdler Mira Groot, who
ended second in 13.67 seconds with another
Dutch runner Hanna van Baast who finished in
13.84 seconds.

In finishing first and clocking 12.87, Yarraji
missed the entry standard for the Olympics, set
at 12.77s, by o.10 seconds. Earlier in the day,
Jyothi had qualified for the final of the 100m hur-
dles by clocking 13.04 seconds.This is the sec-
ond time that Jyothi, who trains at the Reliance
Foundation High-Performance Centre in Bhu-
baneswar, after falling short of the qualifying
mark by one-hundredth of a second when she
set the national record of 12.78 for a bronze
medal at the World University Games in
Chengdu, China.

NZ's Colin Munro announces retirement
from international cricket

Christchurch, May 10 (IANS) New Zealand
batter Colin Munro has decided to draw curtains
on his international career that spanned 123
matches.  A white-ball specialist, who featured
at two previous T20 World Cups, was hoping to
reignite his New Zealand career at next month's
ICC Men's T20 World Cup, but the 37-year-old
missed out on earning a recall and decided to
call time on his international career.

"Playing for the BLACKCAPS has always
been the biggest achievement in my playing
career. I never felt prouder than donning that
jersey, and the fact that I’ve been able to do that
123 times across all formats is something I will
always be incredibly proud of."Although it has
been a while since my last appearance, I never
gave up hope that I might be able to return off
the back of my franchise T20 form.

Funding boosted for Australian
Institute of Sport ahead of 2032
Brisbane Olympics

Canberra, May 10 (IANS) The Australian
government has announced a funding boost for
the nation's high-performance sports institute
ahead of the 2032 Brisbane Olympics.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said on
Friday that a 249.7 million Australian dollar (165
million U.S. dollar) upgrade for the Australian
Institute of Sport (AIS) in Canberra will give Aus-
tralian athletes the best chance of winning gold
at the 2032 Games.

An independent review of the AIS handed to
the government in February recommended that
it should remain in Canberra rather than relo-
cate to Brisbane in the lead-up to the Olympics
but found its facilities were in need of an upgrade
before the Games.

Leverkusen hold Roma in four-goal
thriller to book Europa League final

Berlin, May 10 (IANS)
Bayer Leverkusen sur-
vived a scare against
Roma and set a new un-
beaten European record
of 49 games after snatch-
ing a late 2-2 draw to ad-
vance 4-2 on aggregate in
the UEFA Europa League
semifinal second leg.

The Werkself went into
the game having won the
first leg 2-0, and controlled
proceedings for most of
the first 45 minutes. Adam
Hlozek and Exequiel Pala-
cios tested Roma goal-
keeper Mile Svilar from
distance while Palacios
rattled the woodwork at
the half-hour mark.

Leverkusen remained
on the front foot but nei-
ther Jonas Hofmann nor
Amine Adli could beat
Svilar from promising po-
sitions as the match
progressed.However, the
opener was scored at the
other end, as Jonathan
Tah fouled Sardar Azmoun
inside the box, allowing
Leandro Paredes to slot
home the subsequent
penalty to halve the aggre-

gate deficit to 2-1 just be-
fore the break.

After the restart, both
sides traded attacks, Adli
shot just wide of the tar-
get while Leverkusen
keeper Matej Kovar de-
nied efforts from Azmoun
and Stephan El Shaarawy.

Leverkusen remained
dangerous but Hofmann
couldn't beat Svilar with
time and space at the hour
mark.

Things went from bad
to worse in the 66th
minute as the visitors re-
stored parity in the tie af-
ter Paredes converted a
penalty.

Leverkusen made it 2-
1 with great assistance of
Ginaluca Mancini, who
cleared a corner from Ale-
jandro Grimaldo into his
own net with 83 minutes
gone.The hosts weren't
done with the scoring, as
substitute Josip Stanisic
made it 2-2 in the seventh
minute of injury time to
extend Leverkusen's un-
beaten streak to a new
European record of 49
games.

“With this step, Birla Fer-
tility & IVF moves closer to
its vision of building the
world’s most clinically reli-
able and renowned insti-
tution in reproductive med-
icine. We aim to raise
awareness and provide
reliable fertility treatments,
and with this acquisition,
we will expand and
strengthen our presence
in the South, enabling us
to address a larger audi-
ence and reaffirming our
commitment to becoming
a leading fertility and IVF
provider in India.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Abhishek Aggarwal,
Chief Business Officer,
Birla Fertility & IVF, said,
“We will leverage our glo-
bal expertise, state-of-the-
art equipment, and excep-
tional success rates to de-
liver premium reproductive
care and advanced fertili-
ty treatments that adhere
to international standards.

Birla Fertility & IVF announces the
acquisition of ARMC IVF Fertility Chain

New Delhi: Birla Fertil-
ity & IVF, one of India’s
leading IVF networks, a
part of the USD 2.9bn C K
Birla Group, announced its
acquisition of ARMC IVF
Fertility Centre, marking
the network's entry into
South India. Currently, Bir-
la Fertility & IVF operates
30 centres and with this
acquisition, it will expand
its presence across Kera-
la, Karnataka, and Tamil
Nadu, now operating a to-
tal of 37 centres across the
country.

The acquisition marks
Birla Fertility & IVF’s reach
as a leading partner, meet-
ing the growing nationwide
demand for people looking
for a trustworthy and pro-
ficient partner to go to for
their fertility needs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Avanti Birla, Founder,
Birla Fertility & IVF, C K
Birla Healthcare, said, “At
Birla Fertility & IVF, our

proposition of ‘All Heart. All
Science’ means bringing
care into the science of
conception, and we be-
lieve in a multi-disciplinary
approach where fertility
specialists, andrologists,
and counselors come to-
gether. We have a holistic
approach to promote good
fertility health and treat-
ment and partner with peo-
ple on a variety of topics,
like fertility preservation,
including ovarian tissue
freezing for cancer pa-
tients. ARMC IVF and its
Founder and Medical Di-
rector, Dr. K.U. Kunji-
moideen, have served the
patients in the southern
region with the highest lev-
el of fertility care, and
through this partnership,
we will continue to uphold
this commitment."

 Commenting on this
strategic move, Akshat
Seth, Vice Chairman, C K
Birla Healthcare, said,

MG celebrates its centenary year;
launches ‘100-Year Limited Edition’ in India

Gurugram, MG (Morris Garages), a British automo-
bile brand with a 100-year-old legacy, today, launched
the ‘100-Year Limited Edition’ featuring the iconic 'Ev-
ergreen' colour synonymous with British racing history
spanning over 110 years.

These Editions will come in an ‘Evergreen’ exterior
with a starry black finished roof and dark finished ele-
ments along with the ‘100-Year Edition’ badge on the
tailgate. Additionally, the interior has an all-black theme
with ‘100-Year Edition’ embroidered in the front head-
rests imparting sporty character to honour the history
of the world of racing. The Limited Edition will also come
with an ‘Evergreen’ themed head unit along with the
customisable widget colour.

Commenting on the launch, Satinder Singh Bajwa,
Chief Commercial Officer, MG Motor India, said, "The
launch of our 100-Year Limited Edition is a testament
to our enduring legacy and passion for automotive ex-
cellence. The ‘Evergreen’ colour holds a special place
in our hearts, embodying the spirit of performance and
heritage that define the brand. MG aims to establish
itself as a brand renowned for its rich legacy, one that
continues to resonate with customers for years to
come." Over the past few years, the automotive land-
scape has undergone significant evolution, reflecting a
dynamic shift in motoring legacy. This special edition
reverberates MG’s legacy and domination in the world
of motor racing, showcasing commitment to become
an international car brand at the forefront of delivering
a range of vehicles that lead future of advanced mobil-
ity.

Flipkart introduces an all-new
competitive and simplified rate card
policy to enhance the seller experience

Bengaluru : Flipkart, India's homegrown ecom-
merce marketplace, announced an all-new simplified
rate card policy aimed at revolutionizing the seller ex-
perience on the platform and enabling greater settle-
ment clarity.

Key highlights of the new rate card, effective May
18, 2024, include a Simplified Rate Card Structure,
Economical FBF rates offering a competitive edge to
streamline operations at a larger scale, and an Updat-
ed Shipping Policy, enabling sellers to provide enhanced
customer value. This transformative change through a
simplified rate card will foster equitable growth oppor-
tunities, reflecting Flipkart's commitment to empower-
ing sellers.

Speaking about the development, Rakesh Krishnan,
Vice President and Head - Marketplace, Flipkart, said,
"As a homegrown e-commerce company, we recognize
that navigating the ever-evolving landscape of e-com-
merce can be challenging for sellers. These changes
are a direct reflection of our ongoing dialogue with our
sellers. By reducing complexities and ensuring clearer
settlements, we aim to make doing business on Flip-
kart seamless and more rewarding.

This rate card redesign is part of Flipkart's broader
initiative to streamline operations and offer robust sup-
port to our vast network of sellers across India. These
changes will improve the ease of doing business and
amplify potential market reach and consumer engage-
ment. With enhanced benefits, we are confident that
this initiative will unlock new opportunities for sellers to
thrive and transform the selling experience on our plat-
form."

ing their technical prowess
and creative genius
through various themes. It
explored avant-garde en-
sembles that fuse luxury
fashion with modern styles,
like a wave of change that
carries the spirit of tradition
into the cutting-edge em-
brace of the future.

The showstopper, Ms.
Esha Velankar, winner of
Miss Cocoaberry Diva,
Miss Unity International
2021–2022, and Miss India
Global 2020 runner-up is
set to compete in the Miss
Universe pageant. She
didn't only walk the ramp
during Fashion Week; she
also showcased her collec-
tion and wore a garment
with "wings" that depicted
a sense of freedom
through the "Kirigami" de-
sign. by natural elements
and theatrical expressions,
representing an evolution
of creative ideas. “

Amity University Mumbai Showcases At
Bombay Times Fashion Week 2024

Mumbai : Amity Univer-
sity Mumbai’s School of
Fashion Design and Tech-
nology (ASFT) showcased
‘Tarang’ The Collection at
the Bombay Times Fash-
ion Week 2024. 18 student
designers featured 20 gar-
ments portraying a vibrant
mix of textures and colour
coordinates enabling mul-
tiple surface ornamentation
possibilities.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. (Dr.) AW. San-
thosh Kumar, Vice-Chan-
cellor, Amity University
Mumbai, said “Amity Uni-
versity Mumbai is proud to
be associated with the
Bombay Times Fashion
Week, a magnificent show,
showcasing the talents of
our students’ excellence in
comparison with seasoned
Fashion industry icons in
the fields of Design, Cho-
reography, Fashion display
and theme.  Amity School

of Fashion Technology has
a hands-on approach and
industry collaborative mod-
el, which, is why our stu-
dents excel in many such
fashion shows around the
country and bring laurels to
the Institution.”

Prof. (Dr.) Bhawana
Chanana, Director, Amity
School of Fashion Technol-
ogy, Amity University Mum-
bai, said “‘Tarang’ The Col-
lection defines the insti-
tute's broader initiative to
rejuvenate India's cultural
essence and global design
concepts. The designs
move between digital gar-
ment structures and tradi-
tional handicrafts, focusing
on sculpting, fluid drapery,
layering, surface embel-
lishments, ombre effects,
and geometric patterns.
The themes are influenced

The Collection featured
the finest young design tal-
ent in the country, display-

Hester Biosciences Net Profit up 12%
to Rs. 6.40 crore in Q4FY24

Ahmedabad: Hester Biosciences Limited, one of
India’s leading animal health company, manufacturing
vaccines and health products has reported consolidat-
ed revenue from operations of Rs. 79.26 crore for the
Q4FY24, growth of 18% Y-o-Y from revenue of Rs.
67.30 crore in Q4FY23.

Operating profit during the quarter ended March
2024 was reported at Rs. 16.40 crore, 37% growth Y-
o-Y from Rs. 11.97 crore in Q4FY23. Net Profit of the
company for Q4FY24 was up 12% to Rs. 6.40 crore as
compared to the net profit of Rs. 5.71 crore in Q4 FY23.
Company has recommended dividend of Rs. 6 per
equity share of Rs. 10 each (60%) for the financial year
2023-24, subject to approval of members at the ensu-
ing Annual General Meeting.

1.      Overall gross profit margin in Q4 FY24 in-
creased by 1% compared to Q4 FY23, primarily due to
the increase in the proportion of vaccines from 60% to
75% in Q4 FY24.

2.      In Q4 FY24, EBITDA increased by 14% in
alignment with a growth in sales, resulting in a 19%
increase in PAT for the quarter.

3.      The total borrowings of the Company has
reduced by Rs.30.76 Crore (19%) during the year.

4.      The cash generated from operations has in-
creased by Rs.9.45 Crore (28%) during the year

We are repurposing and transitioning our BSL 3
facility (which was built to manufacture the drug sub-
stance of the COVID-19 vaccine), towards commer-
cial production of veterinary vaccines, thereby further
enhancing our manufacturing capacity.

Hester Nepal aims to increase the poultry vaccine
manufacturing, to cater to the domestic, as well as ex-
port needs of Middle and Central Asian countries.

universities and 95 per-
cent of colleges in Cana-
da. The UK, Australian,
and New Zealand govern-
ments also accept PTE
tests for all visa applica-
tions. PTE Academic is
also accepted by 100 per-
cent of Australian, New
Zealand, and Irish Univer-
sities and 99 percent of UK
universities.  

Steve Hickling, British
Deputy High Commission-
er Ahmedabad, said “I am
a great believer in the
power of education.  Pear-
son has been making a
difference on education in
India for 30 years.

Pearson PTE’s successful Partner Meet
in Ahmedabad; unveils plans for growth

Ahmedabad, Pearson
(FTSE: PSON.L), the
world’s leading learning
company conducted an
exclusive partner meet in
Ahmedabad, to unveil its
growth plans for the Pear-
son Test of English (PTE)
in the state. Attended by
110+ partners, in the pres-
ence of Steve Hickling,
British Deputy High Com-
missioner Ahmedabad,
the event brought togeth-
er key partners, stakehold-
ers, and industry leaders
to discuss strategic collab-
orations. The focus was on
expanding the partner ec-
osystem through excep-
tional customer service,
comprehensive training
programs, and raising
awareness about market
trends and opportunities.
This gathering aimed at a
significant stride toward
empowering partners to
achieve greater growth
and success.

At the event, Pearson

announced the launch of
Premium Partner Support
(PPS), the new customer
support service for select
partners in India for PTE
to demonstrate its commit-
ment to staying at the fore-
front and delivering value
to its partners and custom-
ers. PPS will provide the
best-in-class customer
experience for PTE’s high-
volume partners and
agents, providing them
with a premium level of
service tailored to their
unique needs, focusing on
first-time resolution and
delivering quality and effi-
ciency.

Pearson Test of En-
glish (PTE) is gaining and
growing fast as the pre-
ferred test of English pro-
ficiency in the state. Earli-
er this year, Pearson an-
nounced the bookings
open for PTE Core, its
newest English language
proficiency test for Cana-
da Economic Migration.
Alongside this, PTE Aca-
demic was accepted from
August 2023 by IRCC as
an approved English pro-
ficiency test for all Cana-
da Student Direct Stream
(SDS) visa applications –
it is already recognized by
more than 97 percent of
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Audi India launches Audi Q3 and
Audi Q3 Sportback Bold Edition

Mumbai, Audi, the German luxury car manu-
facturer today announced the launch of the Audi
Q3 Bold Edition and Audi Q3 Sportback Bold Edi-
tion. The Bold Edition versions get distinctive styl-
ing and are designed to captivate Audi enthusi-
asts with their exclusivity and unique design ele-
ments. Mr. Balbir Singh Dhillon, Head of Audi In-
dia said, “The Audi Q3 and Audi Q3 Sportback
are currently our best-selling models and have al-
ways been loved by our customers. A perfect blend
of luxury, performance and versatility, both these
models are now being offered with a Bold Edition
– a more exclusive and sportier variant packed
with distinctive styling elements. The Bold Editions
are designed for those who want to make a unique
statement on the road. With limited units avail-
able, we are positive that these will be sold out in
no time.”  Highlights of Bold Edition: The Black
styling package features a striking black design
that radiates elegance - this includes a gloss-black
grille, black Audi rings in front and rear, black win-
dow surrounds, black ORVMs and black roof rails.

Post full-length movies on X, ‘AI
Audiences’ coming soon: Elon Musk

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) Tesla and SpaceX
CEO Elon Musk, on Friday, said that subscribed
users can post movies, TV series or podcasts on
the platform and earn money via monetisation.
Replying to his sister Tosca Musk who co-found-
ed the streaming service Passionflix, the tech
billionaire said that users can now post their full-
length movies on X. “Post your movies, TV se-
ries or podcasts on this platform and monetise
by turning on subscriptions,” said Elon. Tosca
posted: “Love that people are watching my mov-
ies here on X.”A user even suggested that X
should let them post films and charge a one-time
fee.“This way people can buy the movie without
having to buy a subscription. X becomes a gen-
uine movie platform,” the user commented.“X
would need a seriously revamped video-playing
mechanism though. Would love to see that hap-
pen,” another posted.Meanwhile, Elon also in-
formed his followers that ‘AI Audiences’ feature
is coming soon.“Briefly describe the target audi-
ence for your ads and our AI systems will gener-
ate a pool of the most relevant X users to target
in seconds,” he elaborated.

ing Director of 3AI Holding,
said, "Our mission is clear:
to ensure that AI is not just
a privilege for a few, but a
tool accessible to every In-
dian. Hanooman embodies
this commitment of
democratising access to
cutting-edge technology to
every Indian. What sets
Hanooman apart is that it
is built in India, built for In-
dia, and stored in India
(data).  Dr. Vishnu Vard-
han, Co-Founder & CEO,
SML India, said, "Ha-
nooman represents a new
era of AI innovation in In-
dia. With its launch, we aim
to impact the lives of 200
million users within the first
year alone. 80 % of Indians
can’t use English, hence,
Hanooman’s capabilities to
support Indian languages
will bring Gen AI to the
reach of everyone in India
and open massive oppor-
tunities for companies and
startups bringing Gen AI
products to the market.

Hanooman India’s largest Groundbreaking
GenAI Platform Now Live in 98 Languages!

Mumbai, 3AI Holding
Limited and SML India, to-
day announced the launch
of ‘Hanooman’, India’s
homegrown largest multi-
lingual and most affordable
GenAI platform in 98 glo-
bal languages, including 12
Indian languages, to build
Gen AI ecosystem for In-
dia by leveraging the coun-
try’s diverse linguistic and
cultural heritage.

Derived from the name
of Lord Hanuman, it symb-
olises the platform’s com-
mitment to using the pow-
er of GenAI for greater
good. Hanooman, with all
his knowledge, power and
strength always served
Ram loyally and we want
Hanooman to bring the
same GenAI power to hu-
manity. Hanooman has
been developed by SML
India in partnership with
3AI Holding. The platform
aims to reach 200 million
users within its first year of
launch.  As part of the

launch, SML India an-
nounced its partnership
with leading technology
stalwarts and innovators
like HP, NASSCOM, and
Yotta. Through the partner-
ship, Yotta will provide
GPU cloud infrastructure to
bolster SML India’s opera-
tions. Additionally, SML In-
dia’s partnership with
NASSCOM is aimed at
several initiatives, like sup-
porting AI startups, foster-
ing fintech innovation, en-
gaging with 3000 colleges,
and participating in re-
search programmes.  The
company has also collab-
orated with the Govern-
ment of Telangana and the
Department of Administra-
tive Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG), to
facilitate seamless transla-
tion between English and
Telugu, enhancing acces-
sibility and understanding
of crucial documents like
court orders.

Arjun Prasad, Manag-

tive Director and CEO of
Indel Money, said: “Gujar-
at is one of the top indus-
trialised states in India.
People have entrepre-
neurial skills and the credit
demand in the state is al-
ways very high. Our spe-
cialised gold loan products
will have a prominent role
to play in helping people
meet their credit demand.
The state offers huge busi-
ness potential and that is
the reason for us to
choose Ahmedabad as
the destination for inaugu-
rating our 300th branch. It
underscores our dedica-
tion in expanding our foot-
prints across the country
and serving people and
businesses with innova-
tive gold loan solutions.
With the opening of new
branches, we are aiming
to deepen our presence in
the western region and
contribute to the growth
and economic prosperity
of the country.”

Indel Money enters Gujarat; opens
its 300th branch in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, Indel
Money, a leading gold loan
non-banking finance com-
pany (NBFC), marked it
entry to Gujarat with the
opening of its 300th
branch at Naroda
in Ahmedabad.
This significant
event marks a key
milestone in the
company’s jour-
ney, heralding its
relentless efforts to
provide customer-
focussed gold-
loan solutions
across the country.

Indel Money
offers a compre-
hensive suite of
gold loan services to the
customers who have di-
verse financial needs. On
the same day, the NBFC
is also inaugurating five
more branches in the
state, at Nikol in Ahmeda-
bad, Dholka, Balasinor
and Hirabaug in ?Surat.

Indel Money’s rapid

expansion in the state re-
affirms the company’s
strategy to tap Gujarat’s
thriving business potential
for its growth. The compa-
ny aims to strengthen its

gold loan business in the
state with an ambitious tar-
get of opening 26 branch-
es this FY and achieving
a business of Rs 250-
crore in the current finan-
cial year.

Commenting on this
significant milestone, Mr
Umesh Mohanan, Execu-

SUVIDHA INFRAESTATE CORPORATION LIMITED
[CIN: L70102GJ1992PLC016978]

Registered Office: A-305,306 Krishna Complex,
Opp. Devashish School, Bodakdev, Ahmedabad – 380 054

Date: 10th May, 2024
Place: Ahmedabad

for SUVIDHA INFRAESTATE
CORPORATION LIMITED

KISHORE KUMAR K. GOSWAMI
MANAGING DIRECTOR

(DIN: 00289644)

NOTES:
1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Annual Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges

under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (LODR) Reg., 2015.
2 The full format of Annual Financial Results are available on the website of BSE Limited at

www.bseindia.com and also on the Website of the Company.

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER/ YEAR ENDED ON 31ST MARCH, 2024

(Rs. In Lakh)

Particulars Quarter
ended

on
31-03-2023
(Audited)

Total income from operations (Net) 44.84 44.84 -
Net Profit / (Loss)  for the period (before Tax,
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 15.35 38.71 (9.37)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 15.35 38.71 (9.37)
Net Profit / (Loss)  for the period after tax
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 8.85 32.21 (9.37)
Total Comprehensive Income for the period 8.85 32.31 (9.37)
Equity Share Capital 839.41 839.41 839.41
Reserves (Excluding Revaluation Reserves) - (1072.42) -
Earnings Per Share (after extraordinary items)
(Face value of Rs. 10/- each) (for continuing
and discontinued operations)
Basic: 0.11 0.38 (0.11)
Diluted: 0.11 0.38 (0.11)

Year
ended

on
31-03-2024
(Audited)

Quarter
ended

on
31-03-2024
(Audited)

BRIEF e–TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.: SAC/ CMG / CPHD / C / e / 09 to 15 / 2024-25 & Dated: 09.05.2024

On Behalf of the President of India, Online Item rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for the following works.

Tender documents can be downloaded from web site www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO by registering with tender wizard and paying tender processing fee. The procedure 

for vender registration is displayed in the above web site. Tender processing fees is payable to M/s. ITI Ltd. through E- gateway. Interested tenderers may please refer detailed

Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) from website(s) www.isro.gov.in or www.sac.gov.in & for further details and Purchase of tender documents visit www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. 
Tenderers may contact Mr. Sunil Patel (representative from M/s. ITI Ltd) at Mo. No. 9714881992 / 9624981992 in case of difficulty.

Group Director, CMG

Tender 
No. Title of Work

Estimated 
Cost put to 

tender

Period of
Completion

Earnest
Money 
Deposit

Period 
during 

which the 
tender

document
can be 

downloaded

Due date
and time of
Submission 
of  tender

C-09 Periodical painting works for passages, common areas, fire pipelines, fencings,

kerb stone etc. at Vikramnagar DOS Housing Colony, Ahmedabad.
₹ 23.79 Lakhs 12 Months

₹ 47,580.00

From

15.05.2024

(10.00 Hrs) to 

27.05.2024

(17.00 Hrs)

31.05.2024
up to 17.00 

Hrs

C-10 Miscellaneous Civil works and providing waterproofing treatment on existing

roof of building No.23 and other building at SAC Campus, Ahmedabad.
₹ 23.68 Lakhs 06 Months

₹ 47,360.00

C-11
Removal and transportation of building debris/garbage from DOS Colony to

outside and shifting of junk from various building blocks to junk yard in DOS

Housing Colony at Vikramnagar and Antrixnagar, Ahmedabad.

₹ 23.44 Lakhs 12 Months

₹ 46,880.00

C-12 Periodical internal painting & miscellaneous painting works at Technical,

Residential & 39 Acre Campus Bopal (New SAC Campus), Ahmedabad.
₹ 23.12 Lakhs 12 Months

₹ 46,240.00

C-13 Annual Maintenance of Civil & PH systems and Horticultural works at Delhi

Earth Station (DES), New Delhi.
₹ 11.51 Lakhs 12 Months

₹ 23,020.00

C-14 Clearing grass / jungle and disposal of grass vegetation including levelling at

various location in Vikramnagar DOS Housing Colony, Ahmedabad.
₹ 09.01 Lakhs 12 Months

₹ 18,020.00

C-15 Miscellaneous Structural repairing & strengthening works in building No-27 A at

SAC Campus, Ahmedabad.
₹ 06.24  Lakhs 03 Months

₹ 12,480.00

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP (CMG),

SPACE APPLICATIONS CENTRE (SAC), JODHPUR TEKRA, AMBAWADI VISTAR P.O.,
AHMEDABAD –380015 Ph. No: (079) 26914953 / 4933 / 4901

CHANGE OF NAME
I have Changed my old name

from
SHEIKH SHAHEEN

SHAUKATALI
to new name SHAHEEN

SHAUKATALI
SHAIKH

Add : 414, Ayojan Nagar Soc,
Pansar Road,

Kalol, Dist-Gandhinagar
 V045A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have Changed my old name

from SHEHNAZBAHEN
SHAHEEN SHEIKH

to new name SHAIKH
SHAHNAZBEN

SHAHEEN
Add : 414, Ayojan Nagar Soc,

Pansar Road,
Kalol, Dist-Gandhinagar

V045

CHANGE OF NAME
I have Changed my old name

from SAHIN SHAUKATALI
SHAIKH

to new name SHAHEEN
SHAUKATALI SHAIKH

Add : 414, Ayojan Nagar Soc,
Pansar Road,

Kalol, Dist-Gandhinagar
 V045B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have Changed my old name
from SHAIKH SEHNAJBANU

SAHINBHAI
to new name SHAIKH

SHAHNAZBEN SHAHEEN
Add : 414, Ayojan Nagar Soc,

Pansar Road,
Kalol, Dist-Gandhinagar

V045C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from ALEX BALWANTSINH
ZALA to new name  ALEX

DENISH TURNER
Add. B-10, Merry Park

Society, Maninagar East,
Ahmedabad

454

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from SHAIKH MOHAMMED
YASIN HAMIDBHAI to new

name  SHAIKH MOHAMMED
YASIN HAMID

Add. 22, Haji Chhipa ni Chali,
Opp. Chepirog Hospital,

Behrampura
Ahmedabad

478

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from SUVANA VAJU
RAIYABHAI to new name

CHAUHAN VAJUBHAI
RAIYABHAI

Add. 158/1, Ganeshnagar
Sabarmati, Ahmedabad

477

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from SHAH MIT
MAHESHKUMAR to new

name SHAH MIT MAHESH
Add. 602, Samkit Flat, Paldi

Ahmedabad
475

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from FALGUNI
ANANDKUMAR AKHANI to

new name AKHANI
FALGUNEEBEN
ANANDKUMAR

Add. X-403, Dev Castle,
Opp. Radha Krishna

Complex, Jaymala Society
Road, Isanpur,

 Ahmedabad-382443
474

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from BHAKTITANAYDAS to

new name SADHU
BHAKTITANAYDAS

Add. B.A.P.S. Swaminarayan
Sanstha, Shahibaug,
 Ahmedabad-380004

472

How 10-minute delivery platforms struck
a chord with young Indian consumers

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) As quick com-
merce (QC) companies
strike a chord with con-
sumers in the country, par-
ticularly the urban digital

natives, such platforms
have found good product
market fit in metros and
large cities and are now
gradually expanding their
presence in smaller cities

and towns in a calibrated
manner, experts said on
Friday.

Currently, three major
quick delivery platforms --
Zomato's Blinkit, Swiggy's

Instamart and Zepto --
compete head-on with
each other and the mar-
ket-share gap is not so
wide.

According to industry

experts, such quick grocery platforms
have seen limited success globally but
in India, there are a couple of key vari-
ables driving their success.

"Population density and high preva-
lence of unorganised retail/local kirana
stores enables QC companies to exer-
cise relative buying power with scale,
along with cheap labour costs," accord-
ing to a report by Emkay Global Finan-
cial Services.

GenZs and millennials have started
ordering everyday needs across prod-
uct categories via online apps, which are
delivered within minutes.

These platforms started with grocery
deliveries and soon expanded their to-
tal addressable market (TAM) by enter-
ing into newer categories.

"This shift will drive frequencies, av-
erage order value (AOV), and contribu-
tion margin. Overall, the value proposi-
tion hinges on both convenience and
value (better experience at cost, lower
than alternatives, mainly convenience/
kirana stores), which is driving more
clicks and wallet share gain," accord-
ing to the Emkay Global report.

Blinkit has sustained industry-lead-
ing AOV on the back of higher SKU

(stock keeping unit) avail-
ability, order fulfilment
rates, better customer in-
sights, and superior exe-
cution, which also aided
profitability.

According to the latest
Goldman Sachs report,
Blinkit has become more
valuable than Zomato's
core food delivery busi-
ness.

Airbus' defence, space arm to
launch research centre in S. Korea

Seoul, May 10 (IANS)
The industry ministry here
said on Friday that it has
signed a memorandum of
understanding with Airbus
SE for the European aero-
space giant to launch a
new research and devel-
opment (R&D) centre in
South Korea.  Industrial
Policy Director General
Lee Seung-ryeol reached
the agreement during his
meeting with Francisco
Segura, the chief operat-
ing officer at Airbus De-
fence and Space, in Seoul,
according to the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Ener-
gy. The envisioned Inter-
national Technology Cen-
ter came after South Ko-
rea formally asked the de-
fence and space arm of
Airbus to establish an R;D
centre in the country in
November 2022, reports
Yonhap news agency. The
new centre will serve as
the platform to expand the
cooperation between Air-
bus and South Korean
firms in the civil aircraft
and helicopter industries
as well, it added. Airbus
plans to select the region
for the new centre within
this year. The government
and Airbus also discussed
ways to expand bilateral
ties in the aviation, space,
and defence sectors, the

ministry said. "The Airbus
ITC is expected to serve
as the hub for South Ko-
rea's global cooperation in
the aviation, space and
defence sectors," Lee
said. "South Korea aims to
promote ties with global
R;D projects with Airbus,
as the country intends to
invest around 400 billion
won $292 million) in the
development of materials,
parts and equipment in
five major areas of de-
fence, including in artificial
intelligence, chips and
space," Lee said.

India on the
cusp of
becoming a
global tech
powerhouse:
Industry leaders

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) With its burgeoning
tech ecosystem and empha-
sis on harnessing the power
of artificial intelligence (AI),
India is on the cusp of becom-
ing a global tech powerhouse,
industry leaders said on Fri-
day, ahead of the National
Technology Day that falls on
May 11. "From startups to es-
tablished firms, the integration
of AI technologies is unlock-
ing unprecedented efficiency,
innovation, and scalability.

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from MADHUKANTA
MANILAL SHAH to new

name MADHUBEN MANILAL
SHAH

Add. 23, Satsang Society,
Maninagar (East) Maninagar,

 Ahmedabad-380008
476

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I have changed my old

surname from AKHIYANIYA
AMULAKH

BHUPENDRABHAI to
GAJJAR AMULAKH
BHUPENDRABHAI

Add. 82, Balkrushna Soc,
Maninagar, Ahmedabad

473
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28-year-old man held for molesting
minor boy in Delhi Metro

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) A 28-year-old man
was apprehended for al-
legedly touching inappro-
priately and molesting a
minor boy in the Delhi
Metro, a police official said
on Thursday.

 The accused was
identified as Jitender
Gautam, a resident of
Khera Khurd village in
Delhi.

His arrest comes after
the minor boy, on May 3,
wrote on social media plat-
form X that while he was
travelling by metro to his
residence and as he
reached the Rajiv Chowk
Metro station, a person
started touching his hip
with his finger while board-
ing the train.

"The complainant
thought it would have hap-
pened by mistake but the
accused continuously mo-
lested the minor until he
reached the Kashmere
Gate Metro station. Sub-
sequently, the case was

registered in the Rajiv
Chowk Metro police sta-
tion and the investigation
into the matter has been
taken up," said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Metro) R.G. Naik.

During the investiga-
tion, the CCTV footage of
15 metro stations from
Rajiv Chowk to Jahangir
Puri Metro station was
scanned to identify the
accused who molested the
minor.

Naik said that the
CCTV footage in the prox-
imity of Kaushambi Metro
station was scanned and
the accused was found
using a service road after
alighting from the station.

"Many shopkeepers,
guards, and locals en-
quired about the accused
after showing a photo-
graph of the accused. Af-
ter sincere efforts and se-
cret information, the ac-
cused Jitender Gautam
was apprehended," he
added.--IANS

PM panel report brings back focus on changing
nature of demography in Rajasthan cities

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS)
A working paper released
by the Economic Advisory
Council (EAC) to the
Prime Minister has again
brought the focus back on
the changing  nature of
religious demography in
the desert state.

According to the work-
ing paper released recent-
ly, India's Hindu population
decreased by 7.82 per
cent between 1950 and
2015, from 84.68 per cent
to 78.06 per cent, while the
Muslim population went up
from 9.84 per cent to 14.09
per cent during this peri-
od, marking a 43.15 per
cent rise.

Vikrant Singh from the
NGO Jansankhya Foun-
dation told IANS that a few
years back, the BSF re-
leased a report that
flagged concerns over in-
creasing radicalisation of
Muslim population in the
border district of Jaisalm-
er.

The report released in
December 2018 found ris-
ing prevalence of "Arab
customs" in the bordering

villages, Singh said.
Now it’s not the border

cities alone, but the de-
mography is changing in
almost all the cities in Ra-
jasthan as one particular
community can be seen
residing in the older pock-
ets of the cities and towns,
he claimed.

Earlier, there used to
be diversity in the older
parts of the towns, which
seems to be changing now
with the Hindus migrating
to the newer pockets in
many cities in the state ow,
he said.

“This trend can be
spotted in cities like Barm-
er, Jaisalmer, and Pokhran
and other border areas,"
he told IANS.

The BSF report also
found a high growth rate -
- 22-25 per cent -- in Mus-
lim population as com-
pared to 8-10 per cent
among other communities
in the areas bordering Pa-
kistan in the state.

Singh claimed it is a
fact that extremism is ris-
ing and hence there is a
need to implement policies

on a secular basis and
bring in popular control
measures, irrespective of
religion. Rules such as
those with more than two
kids cant contest pan-
chayat elections should be
implemented through out
the nation, he said.

Nimisha, a BJP leader
in Jaipur, also told IANS
that there is a lack of di-
versity in the pockets of
the state where the two
communities used to live

together before.
However, Rajasthan

Congress General Secre-
tary Swarnim Chaturvedi
argued that the figures re-
leased in the PM panel
report are not based on
population census.

He also questioned the
intention of the govern-
ment, saying it wants to
benefit from polarisation
and hence comes the re-
port in the middle of the
Lok Sabha elections.

Rahul Gandhi travels in RTC bus in
Hyderabad, interacts with passengers

Hyderabad, May 10
(IANS) Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi travelled on
a state roadways bus in
Greater Hyderabad after
addressing a public meet-
ing on Thursday night and
interacted with the sur-
prised passengers.

The Congress leader,
who was accompanied by
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, boarded the Telan-
gana State Road Trans-
port Corporation (TSRTC)
bus after the public meet-
ing at Saroornagar in

Malkajgiri Lok Sabha
constituency.Rahul Gan-
dhi distributed ‘Panch
Nyay’ brochures among
passengers and enquired
about the implementation
of the free bus travel
scheme by the Congress
government in the
state.The Congress lead-
er, interacting with the pas-
sengers, explained to th by
the Congress in its nation-
al manifesto for various
sections like women,
youth, farmers, and work-
ers.

AAP objects to ED opposing Kejriwal's bail
plea, files complaint in Supreme Court

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) said on Thurs-
day that the legal team of
Arvind Kejriwal on Thurs-
day raised strong objec-
tion to the affidavit filed by
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) in the Supreme
Court opposing the inter-
im bail plea moved by the
Delhi Chief Minister.

A formal complaint has

been lodged in this regard
with the Supreme Court's
registry denouncing the
ED's affidavit as "blatant
disregard of legal proce-
dures", especially consid-
ering that the matter is al-
ready slated for a final de-
cision in the top court on
Friday. It also claimed that
the affidavit was submitted
without obtaining the SC's
approval.Questioning the

ED's objection to the inter-
im bail of Kejriwal, the AAP
said it is well known that
even after two years of in-
vestigation by the ED in
the alleged liquor policy
scam, not a single rupee
or piece of evidence has
been recovered incrimi-
nating anybody in the Aam
Aadmi Party. Further, the
grounds of the arrest of
Kejriwal are based on

statements made by oth-
er implicated persons in
the case, viz. Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy, Sar-
ath Reddy, Satya Vijay
Naik, and a close aide of
an ex-BJP CM, the AAP
claimed. The ED has re-
lied solely on the state-
ments of these accused-
turned-witnesses with di-
rect links to and benefitting
from the BJP, it said.

Drone show highlighting Kashi's
development wins applause
Varanasi, May 10

(IANS) A drone show
where 1,000 drones show-
cased the developments
that have taken place in
Kashi in the past 10 years,
above the river stream,
through light formations
took Varanasi by surprise
on Thursday night.

Minutes after Ganga
Aarti at the Dashash-
wamedh Ghat, people
from across the globe wit-
nessed local MP and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's campaign through
the drone show.

People were awe-
struck as drone lights start-
ed making patterns to
showcase the iconic Kashi

Vishwanath Dham. The
gathering began chanting
'Har Har Mahadev'.

The show began with
a countdown in the air
showcasing many govern-
ment works, including
semi-high-speed Vande
Bharat, which was
launched from Varanasi,
and a cruise service.

The 15-minute show
was marked by applause
and slogans of Prime Min-
ister Modi's campaign like
'Abki Bar 400 Paar' and
'Fir Ek Baar Modi Sarkar'.

BJP's Kashi region
media in-charge, Navratan
Rathi, said that this show
will be held every day now
at 7:45 p.m. till Sunday.

India should respect Pak as it has atom bomb,
says Cong veteran Mani Shankar Aiyar

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) After Sam Pitro-
da's controversial state-
ments, another veteran
Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aiyar has trig-
gered a fresh row by say-
ing that "India should give
respect to Pakistan as it
has atom bomb".

In an interview that
has gone viral now, Aiyar
says, "India should give
respect to Pakistan as it
has an atom bomb! If we
don't give them respect,
they'll think of using an
atom bomb against India.
India showing muscular
policy should not forget
that Pakistan also has
muscle (atom bomb) at

Kahuta (Rawalpindi)."
BJP spokesperson

Shehzad Poonawalla
launched a blistering at-
tack on Aiyar's remarks on
India's relations with Pa-
kistan. Accusing the Con-
gress of maintaining close
ties with Pakistan, he
said, "Despite Pakistan's
involvement in terrorist
activities against India,
Aiyar talks about respect-
ing them."

He asserted that Ai-
yar's remarks exemplify
Congress' ongoing affini-
ty toward Pakistan, a na-
tion known for harbouring
and supporting terrorists
targeting India.

The BJP spokesper-

son said, "When support
came from Pakistan for
the Congress, their lead-
ers gave a clean chit to
Kasab and Pakistan for
26/11.

 Shashi Tharoor used
words with a language
similar to Pakistan's for
Kashmir. Many Congress
leaders made statements
regarding the Pulwama
and Poonch terrorist at-
tacks, and now Mani
Shankar Aiyar, by stand-
ing with terrorists and
supporting Pakistan,
shows the Congress'
hand with terrorists and
Pakistan, and now anoth-
er evidence of this has
come to light.

TN Class 10 results announced,
91.55 pc students pass

Chennai, May 10 (IANS) The Directorate of
Government examinations on Friday announced
the results of the Class 10 state board exam 2024.

The pass percentage for this year is 91.55.
Students can check their results on the offi-

cial website tnresults.nic.in.
The state board examinations for Class 10

tenth were conducted between March 26 and April
8.There were 4,107 examination centres across
the state for the conduct of the exams.

A total of 9,10,024 students appeared for the
examination out of which 4,57,525 were boys and
4,52,498 girls. One transgender student also
appeared for the examination. A total of 235 stu-
dents appeared for the examination from various
prisons in the state.

Narendra Dabholkar murder
case: Pune Court gives life term
to 2 sharpshooters; 3 acquitted

Pune (Maharashtra), May 10 (IANS) A Ses-
sions Court here on Friday pronounced two per-
sons guilty and acquitted three others accused
in the sensational daylight killing of medico and
rationalist Narendra Dabholkar in Pune on Au-
gust 20, 2013.

Delivering the verdict in the 11-year-old case
that grabbed national headlines, the court slapped
a life sentence on the two sharp-shooters, Shar-
ad Kalaskar and Sachin Andure plus a fine of Rs
5-lakhs each.

Three others accused in the same case, San-
jeev Punhalekar, Dr Virendra Tawade and Vikram
Bhave, have been acquitted for lack of evidence,
said a lawyer from the legal teams.A prosecution
lawyer representing the Dabholkar family said that
they would challenge the verdict in the Bombay
High Court and also the Supreme Court.

Rahul, Akhilesh, Sanjay Singh address
first joint rally of INDIA bloc

Kannauj (UP), May 10 (IANS) Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi, Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav and AAP MP Sanjay Singh ad-
dressed their first joint rally of the INDIA bloc in
Kannauj on Friday.

The leaders appealed to the people to vote
INDIA bloc to power and listed all that they pro-
posed to do for the people if they win.

Rahul Gandhi said that one woman in every
family would get Rs 1 lakh every year till the fam-
ily rises above the poverty line. He promised to
increase MNREGA wages and ensure appren-
ticeships for the youth in different streams.

Rahul warned the people that the BJP may
try to divert their attention in the next few days
but asked people to beware.“INDIA is turning into
a storm and Uttar Pradesh is showing the way.
This is an election to protect the Constitution and
the rights of the people,” he said.

Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhalla assumes charge
as chief of personnel of Indian Navy

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) Vice Admiral San-
jay Bhalla assumed the
charge as the Chief of Per-
sonnel of the Indian Navy
on Friday.

The Ministry of De-
fence (MoD) said that he
was commissioned in the
Indian Navy on January 1,
1989. In a career spanning
35 years, he has held sev-
eral specialists, staff and
operational appointments,
both afloat and ashore.

"After completing his
Specialisation Course in
Communication and Elec-
tronic Warfare, he served
as a specialist onboard
several frontline warships.
He subsequently had the

privilege of holding chal-
lenging, fulfil l ing and
eventful Commands at
sea, which include, INS
Nishank, INS Taragiri, INS
Beas and the coveted ap-
pointment of Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern
Fleet (FOCEF)," said the
ministry.

During his tenure as
FOCEF, he was the Offic-
er in Tactical Command for
the prestigious President’s
Fleet Review (PFR - 22)
and the Sea Phase of the
Indian Navy’s flagship
multinational exercise MI-
LAN - 22, which witnessed
an unprecedented partici-
pation from Friendly For-
eign Countries.

He has also held im-
portant staff appointments
at the Naval Headquar-
ters, including Assistant
Chief of Personnel (Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment); headed Officers
training at the Naval Acad-
emy, and has held a dip-
lomatic assignment over-
seas, said the MoD.

Before assuming
charge as the COP, he
was the Chief of Staff of
the Western Naval Com-
mand and oversaw oper-
ations.

Delhi HC cautions against unnecessary
case transfers, impact on judicial officers

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) The Delhi High
Court has observed the
serious implications of
transferring court cases
without substantial rea-
sons, saying that such
transfers can cast doubts
on the impartiality and in-
tegrity of the judicial offic-
ers involved and may even
harm their careers perma-
nently.

Justice C. Hari Shan-
kar's observations came
during the dismissal of a
petition that sought the
transfer of a commercial

lawsuit from one district
judge to another within the
same jurisdiction on May
7.The petitioner was or-
dered to pay Rs 50,000 in
costs for what the court
described as a misuse of
the legal provision for
case transfers, specifical-
ly pointing out the abuse
of Section 241 of the Code
of Civil Procedure, 1908.

“Applications such as
the present are an abuse
of process. A litigant can-
not seek to argue a mat-
ter before a court which,
according to a litigant, is

the most convenient,” the
court noted.

Justice Shankar criti-
cised the misuse of the ju-
diciary's transfer powers
by litigants, stating that
dissatisfaction with court
decisions does not justify
the transfer of cases.

“Every order passed by
a court which is not palat-
able to a litigant cannot
constitute a basis to es-
cape the court and argue
the matter elsewhere.
Such a practice has to be
emphatically deprecated,”
Justice Shankar noted.

Viral Sandeshkhali video: BJP
leader approaches Calcutta HC

Kolkata, May 10
(IANS) A local BJP leader,
Gangadhar Kayal, in West
Bengal's Sandeshkhali on
Friday approached a sin-
gle-judge bench of Calcut-
ta High Court claiming that
a fake sting-operation vid-
eo involving him was be-
ing circulated.

Kayal said in the video
he was seen and heard
claiming that the protests
staged by the women
against alleged sexual ha-
rassment by local Tri-
namool Congress leaders
were orchestrated by the

BJP.The single-judge
bench of Justice Jay Sen-
gupta has admitted the
petition. The matter is like-
ly to come up for hearing
on May 14, the day after
the fourth phase of Lok
Sabha polls.

The video surfaced on
May 4, Kayal, a Mandal
president of BJP at Sand-
eshkhali, approached the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) claiming that
in the video modulation of
his voice was done
through the use of Artificial
Intelligence.

Congress dissociates itself from Mani
Shankar Aiyar's remarks on Pakistan
New Delhi, May 10

(IANS) The Congress has
distanced itself from party
leader Mani Shankar Ai-
yar's remarks that 'India
should respect Pakistan
as it has an atom bomb'.

In an official statement
on Friday, the party said,
"The Indian National Con-
gress dissociates itself
completely from and dis-
agrees totally with some
remarks made by Mani
Shankar Aiyar a few
months back which have
been revived today by the
BJP in its attempt to deflect
attention from Prime Min-
ister Modi’s daily goof ups.

Aiyer does not speak for
the party in any capacity
whatsoever."

Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera shared
the statement and said,
"The Congress and in-
deed the entire nation re-
calls with pride that in De-
cember 1971 Pakistan
was broken and an inde-
pendent Bangladesh
emerged thanks to Indira
Gandhi's decisive and de-
termined leadership and
the valour of our armed
forces."

The statement read
that almost exactly 50
years ago on May 18,

1974, under the leader-
ship of Indira Gandhi, In-
dia's nuclear capability
was announced to the
world.

"The Indian National
Congress has always be-
lieved that our decision-
making should be guided
by supreme national inter-
est.

 The Congress
spokesperson shared a
video and said if old vid-
eos are to be used, here
is a not-so-old video where
the External Affairs Minis-
ter is publicly advising In-
dia to be afraid of China,"
the statement mentioned.

Rains, thunderstorm expected in
next 24 hrs in Rajasthan: MeT

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS)
As the heat wave contin-
ues across Rajasthan, the
MeT has predicted rains
and thunderstorm in the
state in the next 24 hours.

“A circulation system is
formed over western Raj-
asthan due to which there
is a strong possibility of
light rain, strong gusty
winds (storm) 40-50 Kmph
in the afternoon in some
parts of Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Ajmer, Jaipur, Bharatpur,
Kota and Udaipur divisions
in the afternoon,” Jaipur
MeT Centre Director R. S.
Sharma said.

He said that on Satur-
day as well there is a

strong possibility of thun-
derstorms (strong winds
40-50 Kmph) and rain in
some parts of Bikaner,
Jodhpur, Ajmer, Udaipur,
Kota, Jaipur and Bharat-
pur divisions.

“Thunderstorm activi-
ties are likely to continue
at isolated places on May
12-13,” Sharma said.

He said that the maxi-
mum temperature is likely
to be recorded near 45
Degrees Celsius at some
places on Friday.

Rajasthan sizzled un-
der the heat wave as al-
most all districts recorded
temperatures above 40
degrees.

PATNA, Bihar Deputy CM Samrat Chaudhary along with LJP (Ramvilash) chief Chirag Paswan
and BJP In-charge Vinod Tawde and party candidate from Patna Sahib constituency Ravi Shankar
Prasad at an election rally before he filed his nomination for Lok Sabha elections, in Patna on
Friday. UNI

HYDERABAD, AICC, President Mallikarjuna Kharge, addressing a press
conference, in Hyderabad on Friday. UNI

KHUNTI, Union Home Minister Amit Shah at an election campaign ral-
ly in favour of Union Agriculture and Tribal Affairs Minister and BJP Lok
Sabha candidate Arjun Munda from Khunti seat, on Friday. UNI


